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re main at the heart of all  dem o cratic po lit i cal life ev ery where” (p. 370). 
The ex pan sive ness of the Revolution’s am bi tions proved too great to 
fully suc ceed, but pro vided at least a par tial tem plate for all  re form move­
ments and rev o lu tion ary up heav als to fol low.

No book, of course, can treat all  as pects of the French Revolution 
with out con tro ver sy. Though mak ing sev eral nods to wards the rev o lu­
tions oc cur ring in France’s over seas col o nies, McPhee’s treat ment of 
the Hai tian Revolution is largely re stricted to its ef fects upon Eu ro pean 
France. Survey stu dents may want more de tail on many of the grand 
events of the Revolution, which are of ten treated abruptly be tween the­
matic sec tions. Discussions of the pro cess of Revolutionary pol i tics are 
some times min i mized in fa vor of quick de scrip tions of out comes. Yet in 
many other re spects, McPhee’s book mer its com men da tion, as a rare 
ma jor French Revolution sur vey text that has no read ily iden ti fi able 
ideo log i cal bent. Its in te gra tion of po lit i cal po si tions and his to rio graph­
i cal meth ods is out stand ing.

Liberty or Death pro vi des pro fes sors, stu dents, and in ter ested gen eral 
read ers with an in te grated and so phis ti cated treat ment of the French 
Revolution. The book mer its se ri ous con sid er ation for adop tion in clas­
ses on the French Revolution and on broader French his to ry, as well as 
com par a tive courses on the Age of At lan tic Revolutions. Many schol ars 
will ap pre ci ate the book’s in cor po ra tion of so cial his to ry, par tic u larly 
in the chap ters concerning the Terror, which will make sev eral in ter­
pre ta tions based largely on elite in tel lec tual his tory found else where 
ap pear more ques tion able. Indeed, the full book ex hib its the fe cun dity 
of ground ing po lit i cal cul ture more strongly in so cial con text. Those 
looking to un der stand the na tional ex pe ri ence of the Revolution in 
France should turn first to this sur vey.

mi cah alpaugh
University of Central Missouri

The Rise of Western Power: A Comparative History of Western Civi-
lization. By jon a than daly. New York: Bloomsbury, 2014. 664 
pp. $150 (cloth); $47.95 (pa per).

Professional his to ri ans who are am bi tious enough to em bark upon a 
gar gan tuan and sol i tary ef fort of sum ma riz ing nearly one thou sand years 
of his tory are very rare spec i mens. Yet Jon a than Daly has un der taken 
such a task. This is by no means an or di nary his tory book for ad vanced 
un der grad u ate stu dents. The en tire work re volves spe cif i cally around 
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the is sue of an swer ing the co nun drum of why the West rose at a par­
tic u lar mo ment in time. This re quires an in tro duc tory chap ter (twen ty­
seven pages) overviewing in no va tion in world civ i li za tion, breez ing 
through sev eral con ti nents, and sum ma riz ing sev eral thou sands of years 
of de vel op ments. Daly does not re ally bother cov er ing Ro man or Greek 
his tory (or any other an cient his to ry) as he con sid ers it ir rel e vant to 
the puz zle he is try ing to solve. For him, the so lu tion starts with the 
Middle Ages, and it is fair to say that the book looks at pro cesses over 
the last one thou sand years (only) to an a lyze the so­called Great Diver­
gence be tween the West and the “Rest.” For Daly, the ur ban rev o lu­
tions (chap ter 2), the pa pal rev o lu tions (chap ter 3) co in cid ing with 
“stub born po lit i cal frag men ta tion” (p. 80), and the mil i tary rev o lu tions 
(chap ter 4) of the me di e val era were all  cru cial to later de vel op ments, 
such as the Eu ro pean “dis cov ery of the world” (chap ter 5), the print ing 
rev o lu tion (chap ter 6), which is closely intertwined with the emer gence 
of the Reformation (chap ter 7), and the sub se quent sci en tific rev o lu­
tion (chap ter 8). Interestingly, col o ni za tion dur ing the early mod ern 
pe riod is sub sumed un der a chap ter en ti tled “Commercial Revolutions” 
(chap ter 9), which is followed by more main stream in ter pre ta tions of 
po lit i cal rev o lu tions from Britain in the sev en teenth cen tury to the 
Napoleonic era in the early nineteenth cen tury (chap ter 10) and sub­
se quent in dus trial (chap ter 11) and tech no log i cal rev o lu tions (chap ter 
12). The book closes with a chap ter (chap ter 13) on cri ses of the West, 
with a fo cus on the two World Wars as well as the Cold War, and 
an other chap ter on the emer gence of so cial rev o lu tions (“Explosions of 
Rights”) (chap ter 14). It includes 120 pages of end notes re fer ring the 
reader to more spe cial ized stud ies, an im pres sive se ven ty­page bib li og­
ra phy, and a use ful fif ty­page in dex.

Although Daly is to be strongly commended for his use of a wide 
range of sec ond ary sources to sup port his over all ar gu ment, some of his 
state ments can raise eye brows, es pe cially when not followed up by spe­
cific ref er ences to back up his claims. Some ex am ples: “The vi o lence 
of Is lam’s early ex pan sion con trasts with that of Bud dhism and Chris­
tian i ty” (p. 17). I for one be lieve that many Jews, Per sians, and pa gans 
would have been sur prised by that claim. “Of all  the re gions in the world 
dur ing the me di e val era, Europe witnessed the most fe ro cious com bat” 
(p. 87). Given the Mon gol slaugh ter (un less one some how sep a rates 
slaugh ter from com bat), this re viewer found that claim puz zling, along 
with as ser tions that knights descended from bel li cose Ger manic war riors 
“displayed a furiousness in bat tle un usual on the world scene” (p. 91) 
and that Eu ro pe ans “tended to fight with more in dis crim i nate vi o­
lence than most of their ad ver sar ies” (p.133), es pe cially since Daly at 
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the same time notes their so cia bil ity (pp. 139, 369). In ad di tion, he 
also claims that a “pas sion ate cu ri os ity about the wider world grad u ally 
be came a pe cu li arly Eu ro pean phe nom e non” (p. 123); by con trast, other 
pol i ties such as the Ot to man Em pire “never displayed a pro found cu ri­
os ity about the wider world” (p. 127) or “the will ing ness to try new 
things, bor der ing on reck less ness, that char ac ter ized Eu ro pean so ci e ties” 
(p. 222). For Daly, the lat ter are unique in that in the early mod ern 
pe riod “in no other re gion of the world could one find any thing like 
the Eu ro pean fer ment, in sti tu tion al ized schol arly re search, abun dance 
of phil o soph i cal ap proaches, in ter con nec ted ness of learned men and 
wom en, cross­fer til iza tion of ap plied and the o ret i cal sci ences, or pro­
fu sion of means and ven ues for shar ing the fruits of re search” (p. 198). 
This largely Whig gish in sti tu tion al ist ar gu ment cel e brat ing the ge nius 
of Western val ues and civ i li za tion (p. 370) does not pay a lot of at ten­
tion to wealth (coal and col o nies) as it is not caus ally re lated to in no va­
tion (p. 284), which ex plains his fo cus on cul tur al and in tel lec tu al hab its 
of be hav ior and at ti tude re lated to in dus tri al i za tion (p. 295). Daly does 
not ar gue that Eu ro pe ans were more in her ently cre a tive, but he does 
claim that “they built up and live in so ci e ties affording them far greater 
lat i tude for cre a tiv i ty—for try ing new things, for in no vat ing” (p. 362). 
It should there fore not come as a sur prise that the book at times suf fers 
from an over dose of name­drop ping of sci en tists, along with their tech­
no log i cal ac com plish ments. The fact that this study con sid ers Crown 
Business pub li ca tions and a weekly such as the Economist mag a zine 
as schol arly ref er ences may also cause some to frown. His sec tion on 
“Warfare and the Origins of Representative Government” in chap ter 
4 is un for tu nately not elab o rated as fully as in the work of other so ci­
ol o gists.1 Occasionally some claims are even out right sur pris ing, such as 
his state ment that “World War I was a phil o soph i cally ab surd con flict 
[as] the main bel lig er ents had sim i lar so cial, eco nom ic, and po lit i cal 
sys tems” (p. 338).

While Daly’s abil ity to syn the size and to elu ci date is con sid er able, 
the read ers of this jour nal should be aware that this work is world his­
tory in a tra di tional sense. The non­West, es pe cially in the sec ond half 
of the book, is more of ten than not pres ent as a side show, and the sub­
al tern enslaved cer tainly do not speak. Rather, the ef fort to ex plain 
and cel e brate the rise of the West re sults in an over all con clu sion that 
“Western trans for ma tions had been made pos si ble by lib er at ing hu man 
cre a tiv ity and ini tia tive, free ing peo ple up to co or di nate their ef forts at 

1 Such as Maurice Roche, Exploring the Sociology of Europe (London: Sage, 2010).
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will, priz ing in no va tion in ev ery as pect of life, and plac ing fewer and 
fewer lim its on the pur suit of im pos si ble dreams” (p. 347). Only in the 
last four pages of his con clu sion does Daly be lat edly men tion that the 
rise of the West “is lead ing to en vi ron men tal ca tas tro phe” (p. 400). For 
this re view er, cli mate change, the rise of sea lev els, the rapid spread of 
le thal path o gens, and so on may cause an en dur ing chal lenge not only 
to the abil ity of cap i tal ism to con tin u ously re pro duce itself in the long 
run but po ten tially even to the sur vival of the hu man spe cies. Since 
Daly re mains quite op ti mis tic that all  these chal lenges can be met by 
fur ther eco nomic and tech no log i cal de vel op ments, he would con sider 
it un likely that in creas ing socioecological ex haus tion may un der mine 
the sta bil ity of cap i tal ism as a so cio eco nomic sys tem. But to me it ap pears 
likely to be more a ques tion of time rather than an im pon der a ble. It is 
a pity that Daly did not con sider en vi ron men tal de struc tion, pol lu tion, 
and ex haus tion of re sources as be ing in trin sic to the cap i tal ist sys tem 
itself, as well as to the rise of the West.

eric mielants
Fairfield University 
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Citizens of a Common Intellectual Homeland: The  Transatlantic 
 Origins of Amer i can Democracy and Nationhood. By armin mattes. 
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The Struggle for Democracy: Paradoxes of Progress and the  Politics 
of Change. By christopher meckstroth. Oxford: Oxford 
 University Press, 2015. 272 pp. $65.00 (cloth).

At the be gin ning of The Struggle for Democracy, Armin Mattes states, 
“By now it must be ad mit ted that [de moc ra cy] has proved its ap peal to 
peo ples on ev ery con ti nent and ev ery ma jor cul tural and re li gious tra­
di tion on earth” (p. 2). We can hope, then, that his to ri ans of de moc­
racy will in creas ingly find them selves think ing about the world wide 
con text of their sub ject and that world his to ri ans will find it equally 
hard to avoid think ing about the course of dem o cratic de vel op ment. 
In each case the de mands made on a scholar are go ing to be high. The 
chal lenge is of ten go ing to be, for those in ter ested in world his to ry, 


