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con flict re quired new think ing about the prin ci ples of gov ern ment and 
af ter the Revolution and Constitution had rad i cally changed the frame­
work of ag gre gate pol i tics from the im pe rial to the na tion al.

For read ers of the Journal of World History, who may be looking 
for larger com par i sons and con nec tions to non­Brit ish, Western Hemi­
spheric, and im pe rial ex pe ri ences, this col lec tion does not of fer a great 
deal. We might ex pect some use ful ru mi na tion on such ex panded di men­
sions in the con clu sion but that re con sid er a tion is a dis ap point ment. The 
es say re it er ates, of ten in con vo luted jar gon, that the sev en teenth­ and 
eigh teenth­cen tury col o nies were all  quite dif fer ent pro vin cial so ci e­
ties that existed in ten sion with met ro pol i tan in flu ences and forces. 
That does very lit tle to keep Murrin’s sense of dy namic dis cov ery and 
en quiry alive. Those of his stu dents who be lieve such a goal is truly 
worth while might con sider pub lish ing a col lec tion of some of Murrin’s 
best pieces along with a full bib li og ra phy of his writ ings. Such ready 
avail abil ity would do the man an other sig nif i cant honor and put the 
full, sug ges tive power of his writ ings, much bet ter than this vol ume does, 
in the hands of an other co hort of the fresh and ea ger stu dent minds 
that John Murrin loved to in spire.

alan tully
University of Texas at Austin

A History of the World in Sixteen Shipwrecks. By stewart gordon. 
Lebanon, N.H.: University Press of New England, 2015. 290 pp. 
$29.95 (cloth).

The test of Stewart Gordon’s A History of the World in Sixteen Ship-
wrecks is whether the book de liv ers on its prom ise to dem on strate global 
in te gra tion through the lens of six teen sur pris ingly dif fer ent ship wreck 
case stud ies . . .  and it does. Of course, it is a se lec tive his to ry, as the ti tle 
states six teen ship wrecks and not six ty, but the for mat meets the ob jec­
tive well. Each of these wreck stud ies opens a win dow to a par tic u lar 
part of a long arc of tran si tion from lo cal to re gional to global mar i time 
hu man ac tiv i ty, as nau ti cal tech nol ogy evolved to al low broader par tic­
i pa tion in the mar i time world.

This is chiefly the his tory of the world told in case stud ies, each of 
which be gins with the tech ni cal evo lu tion of the ship be fore transition­
ing to his tor i cal con nec tions. The fo cus on ma te rial cul ture ex plains 
some of the ab sence of so cial his to ry, such as the ad ven tures of Jack Tar 
ashore, or the pol i tics of pi ra cy. Ship evo lu tion has of course been a part 
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of lon ger more spe cial ized works (Richard Woodman’s The History of 
the Ship [1997] and Lin coln Paine’s The Sea and Civilization [2013] are 
par tic u larly no ta ble), but here Gordon writes for a more gen eral pub lic, 
as well as his to ri ans with a pen chant for global stud ies. In a nut shell, 
Sixteen Shipwrecks pro vi des an en joy able and eas ily ac ces si ble short 
in tro duc tion to the roles of mar i time his tory and nau ti cal ar chae  ol ogy 
in a global his tory con text. Well­cho sen il lus tra tions as sist read ers new 
to the mar i time field, and end notes cite a range of ma jor sources and 
au thor i ties for more in for ma tion.

Most chap ters pro vide an in tro duc tion to a spe cific wreck, notes on 
its dis cov ery and ar chae o log i cal in ter pre ta tion, and a broader dis cus sion 
of the ves sel type, in a man ner that al lows the au thor to draw sa lient 
con nec tions to lo cal, re gion al, and global his to ry. Sometimes ma jor 
events are tied to in di vid ual ships, as with the Lusitania, World War I, 
and the on set of sub ma rine dep re da tions in the At lan tic. Elsewhere it 
is the ves sel type that is the fo cus, as with the Bremen Cog, the Han­
se atic League, and the be gin nings of the mer chant na vy. The ma te rial 
cul ture of each site of ten includes the car go, open ing dis cus sions on pro­
duc tion and con sump tion, and trade pat terns. Chapters con clude with 
an “end ing of the age” sec tion, de scrib ing how that par tic u lar nau ti cal 
tech nol ogy even tu ally passed from dom i nance.

The va ri ety of Gordon’s se lec tions in Sixteen Shipwrecks is in ter est­
ing. Case stud ies run a range from dug outs to fu neral barges to war 
junks to ships of the line to river steam boats to pas sen ger lin ers. One 
“wreck” is not even a wreck at all , but a col lec tion of mer chant doc u­
ments de scrib ing the loss of ves sels in the an cient Per sian trade world. 
Variation adds spice to the tell ing. Concluding with the Exxon Valdez 
and the Costa Concordia re veals the au thor’s ef fort to in te grate mar i­
time and main stream his to ry. Nautical evo lu tion is not some an ti quar­
ian odd i ty, but a transforming in flu ence lead ing di rectly to how we use 
the ocean to day. Some el e ments, though, are lost. The lore of wooden 
ves sels vanishes al most com pletely be hind a steel wall of char ac ter less 
float ing boxes as cargo and pas sen ger ma rine transportation at tain max­
i mum ef fi cien cies.

Several mar i time max ims are called out to good pur pose by the 
au thor: the con ser va tive na ture of nau ti cal tech nol ogy and ship de sign, 
for the price of fail ure may be death; the uniquely Western cre a tion 
of the large armed mer chant gal le on, a pre cur sor to an equally unique 
pri vate com mer cial na vy; the bal ance be tween speed and ar ma ment in 
the race for re sources; the emer gence of global trade and global con­
flict first in the mar i time en vi ron ment. Some might con tend with the 
choice of one wreck site over an oth er: Why not the Quanzhou wreck 
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from me di e val China? Or the Ara bian Belitung wreck? A Pacific voy­
ag ing ca noe? A con tainer ship? A Western whal er? But we all  have our 
fa vor ites, and el e ments of those tech nol o gies are of ten cov ered within 
the con tents of other chap ters. In the end it is not the choice of wreck 
that counts, but the strong link age be tween mar i time and world his tory 
in an en joy able for mat. If we still need to be reminded of this, Gordon’s 
work aptly dem on strates that mar i time stud ies, and more im por tantly 
spe cific el e ments of nau ti cal tech nol o gy, are an in dis pens able part of 
un der stand ing global his to ry. This is an ocean plan et; these are Waller­
stein’s tools of the world sys tem.

hans van tilburg
NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries

Asia Inside Out: Connected Places. Edited by eric tagliacozzo, 
helen f. siu, and pe ter perdue. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard 
 University Press, 2015. 418 pp. $45.00 (cloth).

Indexes are the very last place to start read ing a book. How can 
they tell us any thing? In the in dex of the sec ond in stal lment of the Asia 
Inside Out tril o gy, the entries with the highest num ber of ci ta tions are 
na tions, such as Burma, China, In dia, Japan, South Korea, and Viet­
nam, closely followed by con cepts like place­mak ing and bound aries and 
bor der lands. If noth ing else, this tells us that in a vol ume that seeks to 
chal lenge the spa tial bound aries of Asia as a whole, in di vid ual au thors 
still tend to fall back on a vo cab u lary that in vokes its “in tact na tional 
spaces” (p. 6). Even though the col lec tion’s aim is to ex am ine how 
spaces and places emerged from his tor i cal and so cial con di tions with­
out presupposing their bounded ex is tence, we lack ad e quate ter mi nol­
ogy to cap ture all  the complexities of what the ed i tors call “re gional 
as sem blages” (p. 7), or what Charles Wheeler calls a “space of flows” 
(p. 56). Naming a space amounts to attempting to de lin eate that space, 
and to as sert pos ses sion of or con trol over it, and us ing that name le git­
i mizes that at tempt, as Donald Emmerson al ready ar gued in 1984, and 
Martin Lewis and Kären Wigen fur ther con sid ered in their 1997 The 
Myth of Continents.3 But how do we dis cuss spe cific re gional spaces with­

3 Donald K. Emmerson, “ ‘Southeast Asia’: What’s in a Name?,” Journal of Southeast 
Asian Studies 15, no. 1 (1984): 1–21; Martin W. Lewis and Kären E. Wigen, The Myth of 
Continents: A Critique of Metageography (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1997), 
es pe cially 21–33.


