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Our cur rent issue opens with a spe cial sec tion titled “Word, Image, Sound,” edited by Mat thew Engelke, 
which charts new direc tions in the study of reli gious life and expe ri ence. Each of the essays in this sec­
tion move beyond con sid er ations of doc trine and belief to build on a phe nom e no log i cal appre ci a tion of 

con crete prac tices and their social con se quences as these impact the cat e gory of reli gion and the embodi ment of 
reli gious life.

The sec tion brings into focus reli gion’s sen sory domain, exam in ing the power of sound, song, spo ken word, 
image, and infra struc ture to enhance and alter the affec tive reg is ter of reli gious prac tice and per for mance. The 
essays exam ine com mu ni ties of Mus lims—the pag eantry of preaching in Egypt and the pol i tics of loud speak ers in 
Senegal—and of Chris tians—plans for a “National House of Prayer” in Zambia, Pen te cos tal ist sing ers’ claims to be 
the “Rwandan voice,” and con tro ver sies over reli gious tracts in Myanmar—to dem on strate that reli gious belief can­
not be disentangled from the mate ri al ity and embodi ment of its prac tices. “Word, Sound, Image” thus con trib utes 
to a pow er ful set of per spec tives on the tan gled rela tion ship between com mu ni ties of faith and pub lic imaginaries.

In “Morality and Freedom” Alyssa Miller inves ti gates Manish Msamah’s recent anti cor rup tion cam paign in 
Tunisia, titled “I Do Not Forgive!,” to high light the dilem mas posed by coer cive forms of rec on cil i a tion ori ented 
around claims of tran si tional jus tice and forms of pro ce dural democ racy. Meanwhile, Jairan Gahan exam ines the 
red­light dis trict of Tehran in 1922 in the essay “The Sovereign and the Sensible” as a site from which to rethink 
the rela tion ship between ideas of sov er eignty and Islam too often eclipsed by ideas of moral gov er nance in Iran in 
the longue durée.

Finally, our Kitabkhana con sid ers Faiz Ahmed’s Afghanistan Rising: Islamic Law and Statecraft between the Otto­
man and Brit ish Empires, which argues for a renewed look at intra­impe rial pol i tics through a con sid er ation of 
Afghanistan as a cru cial if underexplored bor der land. Contributors to the book forum approach Afghanistan—and 
Kabul in par tic u lar—as a key geohistorical ter rain for the study of Islamic intel lec tual his tory and of the twen ti eth­
cen tury trans for ma tion of net works of social thought and polit i cal prac tice. They explore both the inter con nec tions 
and the novel socio­tech no log i cal con straints that have ren dered Afghanistan a ful crum for broader shifts in anti­
co lo nial thought, new for ma tions of prac ti cal sol i dar ity, and the reconceptualization of “Islamic law” well into the 
post co lo nial pres ent.
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