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MIKHAIL AKULOV researches and writes on borderlands in the time of im-
perial decomposition—Ukraine and Central Asia, in particular. As a fac-
ulty member at Nazarbayev University in Astana, Kazakhstan, he teaches
courses on Eurasia’s “short 20th century” and is working on a manuscript
on Ukraine as a field of political and social experiments during the last

year of World War L.

NATALYA CHERNYSHOVA is Lecturer in Modern European History at
Queen Mary University of London. She has published on Belarusian and
late Soviet history, including Soviet Consumer Culture in the Brezhnev
Era (2013) and, most recently, a chapter on the Soviet legacy in the 2020
Belarusian protests in E. Korosteleva et al., eds., Belarus in the Twenty-
First Century: Between Dictatorship and Democracy (2023). She is cur-
rently writing a history of late Soviet Belarus under the leadership of
Petr Masherau, a project supported by the British Academy Mid-Career
Fellowship (2020-22).

MIKHAIL DoLBILOV is Associate Professor of History at the University
of Maryland, College Park, and the author of Russkii krai, chuzhaia vera:
Etnokonfessional ‘naia politika imperii v Litve i Belorusii pri Aleksandre 11
(Russian Borderland, Foreign Faith: Imperial Ethno-Confessional Policy in
Lithuania and Belorussia under Alexander II [2010]) and Zhizn" tvorimogo
romana: Ot avanteksta k kontekstu “Anny Kareninoi” (The Life of a Novel
in Progress: From Pre-Text to Context in Anna Karenina, 2023). His cur-
rent book-length project, The Ruling House as an Unruly Clan, addresses the
Russian monarchy’s political legitimacy as it intertwines with the story of

the Romanovs becoming a large dynasty throughout the 1860s-80s.
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and displacement in the Ottoman and Russian empires. His forthcoming
book, Empire of Refugees: North Caucasian Muslims and the Late Ottoman
State (2024), examines the resettlement of about a million refugees from
the Caucasus in the Middle East and the Balkans. He is writing a new
book on hijra, or Muslim refugee migration, in the Middle East, Central
Asia, and South Asia since the mid-19th century.

JuLIE HESSLER is Associate Professor at the University of Oregon, where
she teaches Russian and Soviet history, 20th-century Europe, and food
history. The author of A Social History of Soviet Trade: Trade Policy, Retail
Practices, and Consumption, 1917-1953 (2004) and co-author, with Robert
O. Paxton, of the fifth edition of Europe in the Twentieth Century (2010),
she is currently writing a book on the impact of non-Western cultural
connections on Soviet intellectuals’ creative and civic lives.

SHERZOD MuMINOV is Associate Professor of Japanese History at the
University of East Anglia. His first book, Eleven Winters of Discontent:
The Siberian Internment and the Making of a New Japan (2022), details the
history of the captivity of 600,000 Japanese POWs in Soviet labor camps
in the decade following World War II. He is currently working on a global
history of Soviet sympathizers.

JaAMES PICKETT, Associate Professor of History at the University of
Pittsburgh, focuses on empire and Islam as entangled sources of author-
ity, with particular attention to historical memory and state formation.
His first book, Polymaths of Islam: Power and Networks of Knowledge in
Central Asia, appeared in 2020. His next book project compares Bukhara’s
transformation into a Russian protectorate with the Indian princely state
of Hyderabad’s parallel trajectory into semi-colonial status.



