PROJECT MUSE’

The mesquites on the banks of the river

1 : JOURNAL OF THE
Ire'ne Lara Silva, Emmy Perez SOUTHWEST

Journal of the Southwest, Volume 67, Number 1, Spring 2025, pp. 63-64
(Article)

Published by The Southwest Center, University of Arizona
DOL: https://doi.org/10.1353/jsw.2025.a965391

= For additional information about this article
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/965391

Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
[202.120.237.38] Project MUSE (2025-08-05 02:32 GMT) Fudan University



ire’ne lara silva

the mesquites on the banks of the river
for Emmy Perez

the mesquites on the banks of the river

don’t know if the soil
their roots are clenching belongs to mexico or to the united states

the earth doesn’t know how to read maps it doesn’t fall
away from itself
dark soil pushing away dark soil
suddenly rendered other
a day a year a century more the
carth doesn’t recognize black lines drawn on paper
the sky

isn’t split in two the wind doesn’t shy away from metal bars or
man-made walls
the mesquites on the banks of the river

sway soft and green sway
to the same wind on both sides of the river

the poet
said it wasn’t enough to dream of a future world without borders
the poet said to make it real we must move in the world as

if there were no borders

two decades later we park the
car by the river and listen to the green mesquites whispering on a
wintry morning

all this time 1 thought the work
was erasing imaginary lines
all this time 1 thought the words

were important words like liberation and freedom and kinship and
struggle

but the mesquites on the banks of the river
whispered to me
said
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begin here  like us move in the wind like us sink

your roots deep deep  like us hold this in your body
ltke us your spirit must be free hold  this

knowing closer than you hold your name

be the earth  be the wind  be the sky be the river that

recognizes no Aivision that concedes no ground that

survenders no sovereignty remember

said the mesquites on the banks of the river =
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