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¦Articles

A Study of the Hyangan:
Kin Groups and Aristocratic Localism
in the Seventeenth- and Eighteenth-
Century Korean Countryside

FUJIYA KAWASHIMA

?. hyangan in Yi dynasty Korea was an informal and aristocratic local
group that developed in close association with the Confucian state
bureaucracy and local elite kin groups. This paper is an attempt to
examine the extent to which the hyangan functioned to meet the
needs of the state bureaucracy and the local elite kin groups in
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Korea. I believe that case stud-
ies of the hyangan can shed light on the identity, legitimacy, and
structure of the so-called hyangban (chehyang yangban).

The term hyangan, literally, means a roster of local residents.
Upon the admission of new members, a hyangan was handwritten,
sealed, and stored in a locked hall of the hyangch'öng (local gentry
bureau) of the magistrate amun (yamen) and sometimes hyanggyo (local
government school) compounds.1 Persons admitted to the roster

This article is based on my paper read at a Conference on Korean Society: a
Historical and Anthropological Review, sponsored by the International Cultural Society
of Korea in August 1983. The research for this study was supported by grants from the
American-Korean Educational Commission (AKEC-Fulbright) and the Faculty
Research Committee, Bowling Green State University in 1980-81. I would like to thank
Professors Mark Peterson, Yi Chongyöng, Pak Yöngsin, and Dr. Kim Söngjin for their
institutional support to me in Korea, and Professors Martina Deuchler and Edward W.
Wagner for their valuable comments and criticisms.

1 . For example, see Cho Yongsuk, Ch'angnyönghyangan chüngju [Annotated roster of
Ch'angnyöng] (Haman: Sösan södang, 1940), preface (so), 2a. Sometimes hyangan may
be found in part or in entirety in the hyanggyoji [Records of provincial schools], such as
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served a lifelong tenure unless they violated the rules (hyanggyu or
ibüi), and they typically elected various officers to manage their
activities and to assist the magistrate's local government. In essence,
the rosters were officially approved documents not meant for pub-
lication and were kept in guarded secrecy by the members and their
descendants for fear of possible abuse and forgery by non-hyangan
members.

Typically local elite kin groups were people in the countryside
whose privilege and exclusive membership by birth and marriage
were sanctioned (though tacitly) by the state. They were regarded by
the local people as the people of superior blood relative to other
social groups because of their documentable and often documented
claim of kinship connections with bureaucrats and other prominent
men of the present and the past. To be sure, the state bureaucracy
and the elite kin groups were two interacting sets of institutions that
had contrasting value orientations and organizational behavior. The
former emphasized the hierarchy based on merit, achievement, and
universal principles, while the latter emphasized the hierarchy
based on birth, ascription, and particularistic social customs.

The theories and practices of the hyangan seem to indicate that
over time the hyangan had remained internally loyal to the state
bureaucracy and resistant to change. At the same time it had become
an instrument for the local elite kin groups to justify their aristo-
cratic local status by developing and monopolizing local cultural
activities. The hyangan was indeed more than a list of local elite
residents. It functioned as a leading local organization that contrib-
uted to the rise of aristocratic localism and to the local cultural
movements that developed in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century
Korea. The seventeenth-century hyangan represented major if not
all yangban lineages of the county villages and became synonymous
with a local elite lineage association. Admission to membership was

Koksöng hyangan [Roster of Koksöng], in Koksöng hyanggyoji [Records of Koksöng provin-
cial school] (Koksöng, 1938) 1: 22b-25b. Sometimes original copies are still kept in
hyanggyo buildings. I was told by Mr. Won Chongho, an elderly Confucianist in charge
of the Namwon hyanggyo that the originals are preserved at the hyanggyo and its nearby
Taebang hyangyakso in Namwön. Also in Tansöng, Mr. Kwön Pukgün, in charge of the
Tansöng hyanggyo took me to a locked edifice called Hyangandang located adjacent to
the hyanggyo and assured me that the originals were kept there and shown only in
March and September when the descendants meet for ancestral rites. The Japanese
historian Tagawa Közö writes: "It was customary to have made two copies of the
hyangan roster, one for the kyöngjeso in Seoul and the other for the hyangch'öng
(yuhyangso). After the former was abolished (in 1603), only one copy was made for
(local) use." Tagawa Közö, "Richö no göki ni tsuite 2" [On the rules of Yi dynasty local
rosters, Part 2], Chosen gakuhö 78 (January 1976): 52.
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given to all legitimate male residents of the yangban lineages and the
membership was limited mainly by age requirements. Paradoxically,
however, its own exclusiveness, conservative and even reactionary
nature may well have constituted an agent for change in the late
eighteenth century.

This article will focus on three hyangan of the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries, but the characteristics of the earlier fifteenth-
and sixteenth-century hyangan will be described first. The three
hyangan in question, located in Namwön in South Cholla Province,
and Kimhae and Ch'angnyöng in South Kyöngsang Province, will be
analyzed to show who their members were, to what extent and how
they were related to bureaucrats, how they represented local elite
kin groups, and how they functioned in the development of local
cultural activities such as private academies (söwön) and shrines (sau).

THE HYANGAN IN THE FIFTEENTH AND SIXTEENTH CENTURIES

The Yi dynasty hyangan was originally compiled by the authority
and initiative of the king and his bureaucrats. The earliest records
that we have about the hyangan are the "Rules Promulgated by King
T'aejo" (T'aejo kohwangje öje hönmok), the "Rules Promulgated by
Prince Hyonyöng" (Hyonyöng taegun hyanghönmok), the "Preface to the
Rules of Yonghüng County" (Sönhyang hönmohö) written in 1458 by
Prince Hyonyöng (Yi Po: 1396-1486) who was the second son of
King T'aejong, and lastly the "Roster of Yonghùng" (P'ungp'ae hyang
chwamok).2

Tagawa Közö noted in 1976 that the "Rules" by King T'aejo and
Prince Hyonyöng were probably the first recorded rules of the Yi
dynasty hyangan.3 He observed that one of the most outstanding
features of these rules was the record of the member's lineage

2.Yi Po, "Sönhyang hönmok so" [Preface to rules for Yonghüng County], in
Hyanghöng kwönil [Rules for the countryside, vol. 1] (Seoul, late nineteenth century), so,
la—2b. T'aejo, "T'aejo kohwangje öjehönmoh, 41 cho" [The rules promulgated by King
T'aejo: 41 articles], in Hyanghön, kwönil, hönmok, lab. Yi Po, "Hyonyöng taegun hyanghön-
mok, sönmok 21, akmok 35, pam 56 cho" [Rules for Yonghüng County by Prince Hyonyöng,
21 articles for good behavior, 35 articles for bad behavior, together 56 articles], in
Hyanghön kwön 1, hönmok, lab. "P'ungp'ae hyang chwamok" [The roster of Yonghüng
County], in Hyanghön kwönil, chwamok, la—3b.
3.Tagawa Közö, "Richö no göki ni tsuite 1" [On the rules of Yi dynasty local

rosters, part 1] Chösen gakuhö 76 (April 1975): 36; idem, "Göken to kenmoku" [The
rules of the Yonghüng County and the rules promulgated by King T'aejo] in SuzukiJun
sensei koki kinen töyöshi ronsö [Articles in Asian history in commemoration of the sixtieth
birthday of Professor Suzuki Jun] (Tokyo: Suzuki Jun sensei koki kinen töyöshi ronsö
henshü iinkai, 1975), pp. 269-93. Especially relevant to my discussion is p. 284.
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background in his paternal, maternal, and wife's kin groups. In-
deed Prince Hyonyöng noted in the preface that the local leaders
worthy of official recognition were to be men of pure and unmixed
background (yu ch'öng i'bud'ak). He argued that the local roster
(hyangnogan) was inseparable from the official roster of the court
(sarogan) in its function for the management of the state and society.4
Clearly the hyangan was compiled to establish a new political and
social order, and the local leaders were not to be independent of the
court and the bureaucracy.

Prince Hyonyöng himself is the first high official listed in the
roster of Yonghüng County, the birthplace of the royal family.5 Of
the fifty-six men listed therein, indeed thirty-seven men (66%) held
official posts in the new dynasty; at least five men held the tangsang
titles and posts as prince, lord, minister, and governor, and twenty-
two men (39%) were former or retired officials of the court. Nine-
teen men (34%) did not seem to have official appointments and they
were listed with the following titles: pyolgam and changmu who were
locally elected officers (hyangim) serving the hyangch'ong and the
hyangan group, respectively, licentiate-degree holders (saengwön),
"students" (yuhak), and minor local titleholders. My preliminary
analysis of these men seems to suggest that they were relatives of
"official" members of the Yonghüng hyangan.

Studies by Professors Yi Taejin and Kim Yongdök on the magis-
trate's local gentry bureau (yuhyangso, hyangch'ong, hyangsadang) have
shown that there were many controversies at court over the func-
tions of the local gentry bureau during the course of the fifteenth
and sixteenth centuries.6 By the mid-sixteenth century, however,
two important Neo-Confucianists, Yi Hwang (1501—70) and Yi I
(1536—84) showed a keen interest in the hyangan by writing new rules

4."The primary function of the roster is to distinguish between who is pure and
who is mixed. The roster of officials consists of the wise men and loyal subjects who are
assembled in the court to enlighten and purify the state. They serve the court and help
transform the country so that peace would prevail for a long time. The roster of the
countryside consists of the elders (puro) and the minister's sons (kongja) who are
righteous and straightforward. They serve the countryside, and make the villages
harmonious and without trouble. These are the meanings of the two rosters." Yi Po,
"Sönhyang hönmok so" lab.
5."P'ungp'aehyang chwamok," la.
6.Yi T'aejin, "Sarimp'a Ui yuhyangso pongnip undong: Chosön ch'ogi songnihak

chöngch'ak üi sahoejök p'aegyöng" [The movement to restore yuhyangso by sarimp'a
scholar-officials: Social background for the solidification of Neo-Confucianism in the
early Chosön dynasty], Chindan kakpo 34-35 (1972-73): 6-34, 6-33. Kim Yongdök,
Hyangch'ong yongu [A study of hyangch'ong] (Seoul: Hanguk yön'guwön, Hanguk
yön'guch'ongsö che 36 chip, 1978), pp. 5-29.
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for their home counties and making the hyangan group the means of
establishing a Neo-Confucian ethical and social order in the coun-
tryside. To them and their followers, Confucianism was not merely
the political ideology (chonggyo) of the heavenly way (ch'ondo) from
above and without, but rather it was a set of ethical-human princi-
ples (indo) that should be realized from below and within.7 In es-
sence, Yi Hwang's "Articles of Agreement for Yean County" (Yean
hyangnip yakjo) and Yi I's "Rules of Haeju Hyangan" (Haeju ilhyang
yaksok) asserted clearly that the local elite kin groups were respon-
sible for the establishment and preservation of the ethical and social
order of the countryside through the realization of self-fulfillment
and social and moral purity.8 By so asserting and defining the
hyangan to be the local fortress of morality and culture, they ad-
dressed the problems of the local elite kin groups: a growing popula-
tion of officials' unemployed relatives and descendants who lived in
the countryside, and their sagging morale due most likely to the
magistrate's "legalistic" (i.e., un-Confucian) control of their lead-
ership role in the local government. Both Yi Hwang and Yi I as-
sumed that the men of proper kinship backgrounds were superior
relative to those who lacked them and that they were worthy of
playing a privileged leadership role in society. Contrary to Prince
Hyonyöng's view that the government should select local leaders on
the basis of pure and unmixed background, Yi Hwang advanced the
view that the local people knew best who kept the family and village
in moral order and therefore they should select the leaders. He
stated in the preface: "Only after keeping the family and the village
in order, can one be employed as an official of the court."9

7.For my understanding of the Neo-Confucian development in mid-Yi Korea, I
benefited very much from my discussions with Professor Pak Ch'ungsök and from his
articles. Pak Ch'ungsök, "Chosönjo hugi e issösö üi chöngch'i sasang üi chönae" [The
development of political thought in the late Chosön dynasty], Hyönsang kwa insik 2, no.
2 (1978): 147-56; idem, "Hanil yangguk üi kukche chilsögwan e taehan pigyo: hwai
kaenyöm üi pyönyong ül chungsimro" [A comparative study on the concept of interna-
tional order in Korea and Japan, with a focus on change in the sinocentric world view
during the mid-nineteenth century], Asea yon'gu 23, no. 2 (July 1980): 33-35.
8.Yi Hwang, T'oegyejip [Collective writings ofYi Hwang] (Seoul: Minjok munhwa

ch'ujinhoe, 1977) 2: 440-42. Tagawa Közö, "Richö no göki ni tsuite 1," pp. 54-58.
9.Yi Hwang, T'oegyejip, pp. 440-41. He stated that "Although our county (Yean) is

small and limited in fertile land, it was known as the land of literature that produced
many Confucian scholars. By the time of the dynastic change, our custom was appreci-
ated as a most elegant in the countryside. But of late, we have not been as fortunate as
before because many distinguished scholar-officials (from the county) died one after
another. Still their families and family rules are very much alive with us, so that united
we will serve the country."
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To ascertain the change that took place in the hyangan during
the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, I have chosen the Hamju
hyangan, dated 1603. 10 This hyangan happens to include an im-
pressive list of 227 men who were said to be members prior to the
first dated roster of 1569. Because the early rosters were twice lost in
a fire before and during the first Japanese invasion of 1592, they
were reproduced in 1603 by the surviving senior members of the
hyangan after eight years of studying family records and other
sources. These 227 men are listed without the years of admission
and include 11 munkwa (highest civil service examination) passers in
chronological order ranging in time of passing from 1390 to 1556.
As shown in table 1, 97 men (40%) held official posts in the higher,
middle, and lower echelons of the bureaucracy. The percentage of
officials increases to 65 percent for the first 100 men who most likely
served during the fifteenth century and include a large number of
high-ranking bureaucrats such as state ministers and governors. On
the other hand, the unemployed members with only licentiate de-
grees or the title oihaksaeng (deceased yuhak) increased after the first

TABLE 1

OFFICIAL STATUSES OF THE

Hamju Hyangan before 1569
Official
status

Listed
order

Higher
Post
Sr. 1-3

Civ. Mil.

Middle
Post

Sr.3-Jr.6
Civ. Mil.

Lower
Post

Sr.7-Jr.9
Civ. Mil.

Degree,
Title,

Local Post,
Civ. Mil. Total

1-50
late 14-15th cent. 13(7)
51-100
15th cent.2(2)
101-150
late 15th cent.0

151-200
early 16th cent.1
201-227
mid- 16th cent.2 0

9(1)7

4 14

6 4

2 1

5(1)1

8 3 50

177 50

142250

202350

115 27

Total 18(9) 3 26(2) 27 15 70 60 227

Note: Numbers in parentheses refer to the munkwa passers

10. Cho Yongsuk, Hamju hyangan [The roster of Haman] (Haman: Sösan södang,
1939), preface (so), la-3b, hyangan chwamok Ia-IOa.
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100 members as time progressed into the sixteenth century. It is
clear that bureaucrats dominated the hyangan in Haman during the
first 100 years or so of the dynasty, but increasingly yuhak and other
title- and degree-holders without official employment replaced the
bureaucrats as typical members of the Hamju hyangan. It is my con-
tention that a majority of these unemployed men were either de-
scendants of the bureaucrat members or relatives of officials who
settled earlier in Haman. Thanks to Neo-Confucianists like Yi
Hwang and Yi I, the hyangan was given new life and a rationale that
enabled the local elite kin groups to organize themselves into a more
disciplined and exclusive association than hitherto existed and
thereby enhanced their aristocratic social status in the countryside.

THE THREE HYANGAN: A LINKAGE WITH THE BUREAUCRACY

The three hyangan under study were published during the Jap-
anese occupation period: the Yongsöng (Namwön) hyangan in 1935,
the Kimhae hyangan in 1912, and the Ch'angnyöng hyangan in 1940. u
Originally these hyangan were compiled in handwritten forms be-
tween the late sixteenth and the early nineteenth centuries. The
Yongsöng hyangan was compiled ten times from 1607 to 1700 with a
total membership of 1,725 men, the Kimhae hyangan thirty-three
times from 1599 to 1834 with 424 men, and the Ch'angnyöng hyangan
twenty-four times from 1600 to 1820 with 786 men, respectively, as
shown in Appendix 1.

As administrative units, Namwön and Kimhae were designated
as towns (tohobu). Based on the available but incomplete household
and population data, Namwön had a population of 33,136 in 1699
and 36,306 in 1759, while Kimhae had a population of 24, 138 in 17 1 1
and 33,015 in 1759.12 Namwön was larger than Kimhae, both in the

11.Cho Yongusk, Ch'angnyöng hyangan chüngju, la-51b. No Sangjik, ed., Kimhae
hyangan [The roster of Kimhae] (Kimhae?, 1912), la-24a. Yu Cheuk, ed., Yongsöng
hyangan [The roster of Namwön] (Namwön: Namwönüp yangsaje, 1935), la-87b.
These three hyangan are annotated by modern compilers with supplementary infor-
mation such as lineage background and official statuses for the majority of the mem-
bers. In addition to the above three, there are many hyangan that will shed light on the
local yangban aristocracy. They include Cho Yongsuk, Hamju hyangan, la-37a; Kwön
Pukgün, Tansöng hyangan [The roster ofTansöng] (Tansöng, 1972), la-46b; SongSiyöl,
Hoedök hyangan [The roster of Hoedôk] (Hoedök, preface dated 1672), pp. 1-54. Chong
Suhan, Koch'ang hyangan [The roster of Koch'ang] (Koch'ang, 1935), la-98b. Min
Kapsik, Miryang hyangan [The roster of Miryang] (Miryang, 1952). Kim Kyuch'ae,
Yöngyang hyangan kojöngok [The chronological rosters of Yöngyang] (Yöngyang, preface
dated 1931)2: la-4b.
12.Yongsöngji [The local gazetteer of Namwön] (Namwön, prefaced in 1600 by

[2
02

.1
20

.2
37

.3
2]

   
P

ro
je

ct
 M

U
S

E
 (

20
26

-0
6-

05
 0

0:
42

 G
M

T
) 

 F
ud

an
 U

ni
ve

rs
ity



10Journal of Korean Studies

number of the population and the size of the local administration.
On the other hand, Ch'angnyöng was designated as small county
(hyön), which was the lowest administrative unit headed by the cen-
trally appointed magistrate. Nevertheless, Ch'angnyöng had a
rapidly expanding population: from 14,342 in 1720 to 29,459 in
1756 to 33,973 in 1786. 13 They were all located so deep in the fertile
south that it took between seven and eleven days to travel to Seoul,
and they all suffered heavy losses and physical destruction by the
invasions of the Hideyoshi armies in 1592 and 1597. There is no
reference that indicates clearly the existence of the roster in Ch'ang-
nyöng before 1600. The local gazetteers of Namwön and Kimhae
state that the old hyangan were lost in a fire during the Hideyoshi
invasions.14

A gazetteer of Kimhae lists the names of five men who served in
the yuhyangso when it was revived in 1489, and states in the words of
Kim Ilson (1464—98) that the assembly of elders (hoerodang, puro
chongjok) had a long tradition in Kimhae dating back to antiquity.15
During the Japanese invasion of 1592, many Kimhae elders died in
defense of the town, and it was only in the summer of 1599 that the
assembly was reconvened by fourteen elders whose names were
recorded in the hyangan. There appears to be no controversy over
the selection and admission of the newly revived membership. The
first roster consists of officials and scholars in residence, many of
whom were wartime heroes, and their relatives. Although there is no
record of any controversy over membership, the 1912 edition of the
Kimhae hyangan is based on the revised hyangan of 1699 and 1832. 16
On the other hand, it is clear that the hyangan in Namwön was not
restored as quickly and without controversy as in Kimhae after the
war. Yi Sanghyöng (1585—1645), a seventh-generation descendant of
the aforementioned Prince Hyonyöng, wrote in 1639: "While the

Ch'oe Siong) 10: 17b. "Kimhaebu úpchi" [The local gazetteer of Kimhae town], in
Kyöngsang namdoji p'yönch'an wiwönhoe, Kyöngsang namdo yöji chipsöng [Collected
local gazetteers of South Kyöngsang Province] (Pusan, 1963), p. 254.
13."Ch'angnyöng hyön üpchi" [The local gazetteer of Ch'angnyöng County], in

Kyöngsang namdo yöji chipsöng, p. 187.
14.Yongsöngji, 1: 4b, 3:9a-10b. Yu Cheuk, Yongsöng hyangan, preface 2ab.

"Kimhaebu üpchi," p. 259. No Sangjik, Kimhae hyangan, pömye sinjung, 3ab-4a.
15."Kimhaebu üpchi," p. 259.
16.No Sangjik, Kimhae hyangan, preface lb-2a. This preface was written by No

Sangjik in 1912, two years after the Japanese occupation of Korea, in a rented house of
the upper Amnok (YaIu) River. He writes: "I wrote these words so that we will not
forget the testament of the ancient nation (koguk chi üi). " He does not tell us why he was
at the border of North Korea and if he was involved in the anti-Japanese resistance
movement (úibyóng), a proud tradition of the hyangan in Kimhae.
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sadaebu [in Namwön] looked down upon and hated taking local
responsibility (hyankwön) and could not agree on anything among
themselves after the war, men of opportunity became rampant and
managed to register themselves in the hyangan and use the mem-
bership as a ticket for their private gain."17 He further informs us
that the hyangan of this sort had to be burned because of their
irregular and disorderly nature. Yi drafted a Resolution (wönüi) and
Articles of Rules (Yateok-chomok) in 1639, and 106 new members were
admitted to the roster in that year.18 The Yongsöng hyangan includes,
however, additional five rosters with a total of 325 men who were
admitted prior to 1639. These early rosters were most likely what Yi
Sanghyöng and the members of the 1639 reexamined and approved
upon revision. At any rate, it is clear that Namwön, which was a more
populated and important town than Kimhae and Ch'angnyöng, also
had a hyangan that was several times larger during the seventeenth
century.19

To what extent was the hyangan linked to the bureaucracy? Was
the hyangan of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries an elite local
association primarily for official residents and their relatives? Cer-
tainly the members who were officials on home leave or in retire-
ment were an important link with the local and capital bureaucracy.
To begin to answer these questions, I will confine the present in-
quiry to the fundamental problem of the official background of the
hyangan members.

As shown in tables 2a, 2b, 2c and 2d, the official backgrounds of
the three hyangan reveal two major characteristics. First, a majority
of the members of the three hyangan who were admitted in the first
half of the seventeenth century (during the reigns of Kings
Sukchong, Kwanghae, and Injo) were holders of official posts,
ranks, or titles. Indeed, they comprised more than 70 percent.
Second, these official members decreased rapidly to less than 30
percent by the mid-seventeenth century (during the reigns of Kings
Hyojong and Hyöngjong). A majority of the members never served
in the government and remained only as yuhak. Such a rapid decline
of the official members continued in the early eighteenth century
(from the later period of Kings Sukchong to Yöngjo's reign), keep-
ing them below 10 percent of the total membership.

17.Yongsöngji 3: 9b.
18.Ibid., 3: 9b-10b.
19.The size of the membership of the three hyangan are compared by reign years

in Appendix 3.



Statuses

Years
of

1607
1623
1639
1655
1679
1700
1721

TABLE 2a

The Bureaucratic Statuses:
The Yongsöng (Namwön) Hyangan

HigherMiddleLower
Sr.l-Sr.3-Sr.7-
Sr.3Jr.6Jr.9

Others Yuhak Total %
(licentiate, A B A/B
military)

Admission Civ. Mil. Civ. Mil. Civ. Mil. Civ. Mil.

3 (Dl
3 (3)1
3 0
2 (1)0
2 (2) 1
1 (1)0
0 0

41 17
25 (2) 5
22 3
18 (2) 6
33 (1) 4
20 (3) 6
0 0

21
8
8
3
10
7
1

18
16
14
30
24
28
0

18
14
9
7
23
15
0

53
72
47
152
339
543
18

180
145
106
219
436
620
19

29.4
49.6
44.3
69.4
77.8
87.6
94.7

Total 14 (8)3 159(8)41 58 10 130 86 1224 1725 71.0

Note: Numbers in parentheses refer to the munkwa passers

TABLE 2b

Statuses

Years
of
Admission

The Bureaucratic Statuses:

The Kimhae Hyangan

Higher
Sr.l-
Sr.3

Middle
Sr.3-
Jr.6

Lower
Sr.7-
Jr.9

Civ. Mil. Civ. Mil. Cr

Others
(licentiate,
military
degree, &
title only)

Mil. Civ. Mil.

Yuhak
A

Total
B A/B

1599-1604
1613-49
1654-72
1678-1703
1728-74
1785-1834

2(1) 5 13
13
1
0
3
0

6
27
38
64
192
7

34
58
43
77
205
7

17.6
47.0
88.4
83.1
93.7
100.0

Total 1 19(1)13 20 14 16 334 424 78.8

NOTE: Numbers in parentheses refer to the munkwa passers



TABLE 2c

The Bureaucratic Statuses:
The Ch'angnyöng Hyangan at the Time of Admission

Others

StatusesHigher MiddleLower (licentiate, Yuhak
Sr.l-Sr.3-Sr.7-militaryA

YearsSr.3Jr.6Jr.9degree, or
oftitle only)
AdmissionCiv. Mil. Civ. Mil. Civ. Mil. Civ. Mil.

1600-1607
1614-48
1650-69
1718
1735-57
1784-1832

0 0 12(1) 5 10
71
29
34
208
363

Total %
B A/B

4717.2
8/81.6
3096.7
34100.0
21795.9
37197.8

Total 18(1) 8 10 9 10 15 715 786 91.0

NOTE: Numbers in parentheses refer to the munkwa passers

TABLE 2d

The Bureaucratic Statuses:
The Ch'angnyöng Hyangan after Admission

Others

StatusesHigher Middle Lower (licentiate, Yuhak
Sr.l-Sr.3-Sr.7-militaryA

YearsSr.3Jr.6Jr.9degree, or
oftitle only)
AdmissionCiv. Mil. Civ. Mil. Civ. Mil. Civ. Mil.

1600-1607
1614-48
1650-69
1718
1735-57
1784-1832

0 1 15(1) 7
192
5 1
1 0
10(1)4
105

1
50
22
32
191
340

Total %
B A/B

472.1
8758.0
3073.3
3494.1
21788.2
37191.4

Total: 60(2) 19 12 14 28 15 636 786 80.9

Note: Number in parentheses refer to the munkwa passers
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Indeed the revival of the hyangan in Namwön and Kimhae and
the founding of the Ch'angnyöng hyangan after the war were due
largely to the efforts of the local elite residents who were typically
officials or likely candidates for office. In Ch'angnyöng ten yuhak
members at the time of their admission from 1600 to 1607 eventually
joined the bureaucracy or acquired, save one, a formal mark of
status such as a degree or a title. Many of these men were local
wartime leaders who organized militia and defended towns during
the Japanese invasions. Surely the government needed their sup-
port for the defense and reconstruction of the countryside. The
wars provided the local elite residents more opportunities for of-
ficial recognition, employment, and promotion thanks to their war-
time merit and contributions than during peacetime. Also, as we
shall note later, these early members were active supporters and
builders of the private academies and shrines that enabled them and
their children to study for the preparation of the government exam-
inations. It is quite possible that many official members of the early
seventeenth century regarded the magistrate as a co-partner in local
administration. Indeed the hyangan appears to have been an infor-
mal club for the officials residing in the countryside, and its rules
and regulations seemed to assure the magistrate that the local lead-
ers were loyal to the throne and convince him that their cooperation
was essential to the moral and social order of the countryside.

How then can we account for the rapid decline of the official
members and the rise oí yuhak nonofficial members after the mid-
seventeenth century? Did the loss of official members weaken the
function of the hyangan as a link to officialdom? It may be argued
that the hyangan lost its political influence by losing its official mem-
bers by the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, for in
Namwön the hyangan was no longer recorded after 1700, and in
Ch'angnyöng the hyangan began to record men who were deceased at
the time of admission, thus making the hyangan more a ritual body
than an assembly of elders working with the magistrate. Only in
Kimhae, however, did the hyangan seem to survive the seventeenth
century with its original function intact, though it also came to a
virtual close by 1774. It is clear that when a majority of the members
became only yuhak, the hyangan as a group had difficulty in dealing
with the magistrate's bureaus, especially the one for hyangni petty
officers (chakch'öng or söngch'öng). Namwön may be a case in point. A
resolution (wönüi) was made twice by the hyangan members in 1693
and 1694, calling for the strict enforcement of the election rules for
the hyangim (officers of the hyangch'ong), the hyangim's adherence to
the opinion of the hyanghoe (hyangan's assembly), and the kyanghoe's
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strict control over the petty officials working in the chakch'öng and
hyangch'ong. 20

Both Tagawa Közö and Kim Yongdök noted that the hyangan of
the mid-seventeenth century was no longer the same hyangan of the
early seventeenth century. First, the new "Ordinances for Post Com-
mander" (Yongjang samok) in 1654 strengthened the military aspect of
the magistrate's bureaus and turned the local yangban away from
the local administration. Tagawa argued that the yangban families
kept a distance from the personnel matters of the magistrate bu-
reaus because they were increasingly administered by the military
men and corrupt petty officers oí hyangni background. Second, it was
stated that the "Rules Permitting the Men of Illegitimate Birth to
Official Appointment" (Söryu sot'ong chölmok) signified a belated rec-
ognition of the social reality of eighteenth century Korea where
underprivileged social groups in the countryside such as the illegiti-
mate people, the middle people (chung'in), and commoners managed
to join the hyangan as a means of upgrading their social status.21

A lack of the "official" members probably meant the hyangan's
decline in political leadership in the countryside. However, despite
this change, the hyangan continued to serve the local elites as a link
with the state bureaucracy, even without the official members pres-
ent, because the hyangan was, contrary to the view of Tagawa and
Kim, made up of descendants of the earlier and prominent official
members. Furthermore, the reason for the rise of nonofficial yuhak
members and the subsequent decline of the hyangan was not because
the nonyangban were admitted, although such irregularities were
reported and no doubt practiced occasionally, but rather because
the legitimate descendants of hyangan members who were entitled to
join the hyangan increased dramatically during the relatively peace-
ful period from the mid-seventeenth to the eighteenth centuries.
The opportunity for official employment was virtually nonexistent
for a majority of these descendants who stayed in the countryside.
Because of the hyangan's unwritten but strictly enforced rule, as we
shall note later, that all the resident descendants were to be admitted
to the hyangan at a certain age, it became impossible if not impractical
to organize an assembly and to hold an election.' That the hyangan
roster was kept in guarded secrecy by the descendants even after it
was long discontinued is testimony that the hyangan served the local

20.Yongsöngji 3: 9b-10a.
21.Tagawa Közö, "Richö no göki ni tsuite 2," pp. 78-81. Kim Yongdök,

Hyangch'ong yon gu, pp. 47, 55-62.
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yangban as a credible and authoritative link to the bureaucracy at
the local level.

THE THREE HYANGAN: A LINKAGE WITH THE ELITE KlN GROUPS

Through the analysis of the selected lineages (ssijok) that are
represented by the members of the three hyangan, I shall examine
the following theses. First, a majority if not all the members were
descendants of Yi dynasty officials, and they came from a majority if
not all of the local branches of the yangban lineages that resided in
the county of a hyangan. Second, hyangan membership was given in
principle to all the local male adults who were legitimate descen-
dants of officials. Third, the members were typically related to one
another through their paternal, maternal, or wife's relatives and
ancestors.

The hyangan members came from fifty-eight lineages in Nam-
wön, thirty-seven lineages in Kimhae, and twenty-six lineages in
Ch'angnyöng (see Appendix 2). The members whose lineages can-
not be positively identified (therefore of questionable yangban sta-
tus) comprise 15 percent in Namwön, 8.6 percent in Kimhae, and
7.8 percent in Ch'angnyöng. Because the original rosters typically
recorded only name, title, and sometimes place of residence, it is
quite possible that some of them can be located in the genealogies or
the local gazetteers of the counties where they might have moved
after admission. Those "missing" members averaged 10 percent of
the total membership, and this fact alone can hardly support the
thesis that the hyangan was usurped by nonyangban families, that is,
those who were not connected properly with official ancestors in the
lineage.

Now let me compare further the three hyangan by lineage. As
noted earlier, Namwön had by far the largest number of lineages
that belonged to the hyangan. It was after all the most populated and
important town of the three. On the other hand, Ch'angnyöng had
the smallest number of lineages, and only two, the Ch'angnyöng
Song and the Kwangju No, dominated the hyangan membership. It
appears that the more populated and the higher the administrative
unit was, and the larger the size of the hyangan, the less dispropor-
tionate the distribution of the membership by lineages. It also seems
clear that the physical size of the lineage in residence was a more
likely factor for greater representation in the hyangan than the
political success that the lineage attained nationally. For example,
the top ten lineages in Namwön and Kimhae were by no means the
famous lineages that attained national prominence and yet they had
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more members than nationally famous lineages in residence.22 In
Ch'angnyöng, the Ch'angnyöng Song was a famous lineage na-
tionally, but it also happened to be the largest group in its place of
origin (pon'gwan). It is, however, rare to find hyangan lineages that
were native to the place of the hyangan. A majority of the lineages
that belonged to the hyangan were nonnative; they originated else-
where and moved in during the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.
There are numerous cases to illustrate this point, but let me cite just
one of them. The leading lineage in Kimhae, the Ch'öngju Song,
were descendants of Song Süngun who became headmaster of the
National Academy but resigned the post in protest against the of-
ficial purge of 1453 and moved to Kimhae with his family to settle
there. His son, Song Sukhyöng, was one of the first five officers
elected to the yuhyangso in 1489. 23

The hyangan's rules and regulations do not clearly stipulate who
was entitled to join. They were primarily concerned with the pro-
cedural and disciplinary matters of the members, such as election of
officers, supervision of petty officials, code of behavior, and rules of
punishment. However, on the basis of the selected lineages that
belonged to the hyangan and the members' family and generational
order listed in their own genealogy, I would tentatively conclude,
subject to further evidence from the census registers and gen-
ealogies, that hyangan membership was typically given to all the
legitimate (properly born) adult males of the local elite kin groups
mainly on the basis of their age at the time of recruitment and
revision. This conclusion is based on the limited analysis of four
lineages: the Sunhüng An of Namwön, the Ch'öngju Song and the
Kwangju An of Kimhae, and the Kwangju No of Ch'angnyöng.24

22.Among the top ten lineages in Namwön and Kimhae are the Hüngdök Chang,
the Chinju So, the Chönju Ch'oe, the Namwön Yang and Pang, and the Puan Kim, all
in Namwön, and the Ch'öngju Song, the Kwangju An, the Kimhae Ho, the Ch'ang-
nyöng Chang, and the Chaenyöng Yi, all in Kimhae. These lineages were by the
nation-wide success of the munkwa examinations no match to the nationally prominent
lineages that belonged also to the hyangan, such as the Kyöngju Kim, the Chönju Yi, the
Ch'öngju Han, and the Sunhüng An in Namwön, and the Munhwa Yu, the Kimhae
Kim, the Ch'angnyöng Cho, and the Üisöng Kim in Kimhae. For the complete list of
the lineages that belonged to each of the three hyangan, see Appendix 2.
23.Song Sukhak, Ch'öngju Song-ssi sebo [Genealogy of the Ch'öngju Song]

(Kimhae: Togangje, 1927) 1: la. "Kimhaebu üpchi'''in Kyöngsang namdo üpchi chipsöng, p.
259.

24.I might add that several other lineages have also been examined by some ofmy
students in the graduate seminar at Koryö University in the spring of 1981, including
the Chönju Ch'oe and the P'ungch'ön No ofNamwön, and the Üisöng Kim ofKimhae.
Their findings support those of my own presented here. Unfortunately there are no
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Comparison of hyangan members by their years of birth, death,
and admission to the hyangan, and by their place in the family and
genealogical order reveals that persons who did not join the hyangan
were typically those who had either died or moved out or were too
young (below twenty years) at the time when their relatives were
admitted to the hyangan. The average interval between the times of
admission varied from sixteen years in Namwön to six years in
Kimhae and five years in Ch'angnyöng.25

The varied frequency of the roster revision suggests that age
was indeed taken into consideration to control the size of the
hyangan, especially in a very populated town like Namwön. In gen-
eral the average age of admission ranged from the early twenties to
the early forties.26 The higher the age for admission, the more
limited the membership.

The Ch'angnyöng hyangan has revealed an interesting and some-
what bewildering practice for the admission of the new members
after the mid-seventeenth century. For example, all the members of
the Kwangju No after 1637, save two men, were admitted only after
their death.27 And this practice seems evident in all the lineages that
belonged to the Ch'angnyöng hyangan. Indeed the rosters after the
mid-seventeenth century consisted largely of deceased men who
were typically sons, grandsons, or great-grandsons of the mid-sev-
enteenth century members. This seemingly abnormal practice is

extant census registers that are available for the places of the three hyangan in question.
I have written elsewhere, however, that nearly two out of every three households in
Tansöng County in South Kyöngsang Province were affiliated with the hyangan
through the membership of a household head (hoju) or one or more of his and his
wife's four ancestors. See Fujiya Kawashima, "An Elite Kin Group in the Countryside:
A Study of the Tansöng Hyangan in Mid-Yi Dynasty Korea," paper presented to the
annual meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, Washington, D.C., in March
1984, p. 12.
25.The hyangan in Ch'angnyöng admitted mostly deceased members, especially

after the roster of 1669, and therefore, the average year that I have calculated to be five
years refers to the normal or regular hyangan. The average year for all the hyangan
compiled between 1600 and 1820 is ten years, if we ignore this seemingly unusual
practice.
26.The average age of admission to the Kimhae hyangan by the Ch'öngju Song

and the Kwangju An are summarized in Appendix 4.
27.No Sangen, KwangjuNo-ssi sebo [Genealogy of the Kwangju No] (Ch'angnyöng,

1930) 1: 17a-23a, 2: 39a-91a, 3: Ia-I lb. Of 108 members of the Kwangju No lineage
only nine entered the hyangan in the 17th century, all between 1600 and 1639. The
persons who became members in their lifetime are No Igwön (1710—87) who became a
member in 1784 and No Igi (1744-1816) in 1784. 1 must add that the genealogy is not
consistent in listing the death year of all members so that there may be more who did
join the hyangan when they were alive.
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evidence of the change that took place in the hyangan, but it is
difficult to conclude whether admission upon or after death was
meant for posthumous inclusion of the member's relatives who
missed the chance of admission in their lifetime, or as a ritual act by
the descendants united in "hyangan kin groups."

To what extent were the hyangan members related to one an-
other? This questions involves a complex set of affinal relations that
the Korean elite maintained in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, and what I propose to examine is undoubtedly confined
to a very narrow area of their kinship relations. I have examined
only the cross-lineage marital relations among the members who
belonged to the aforementioned four lineages: to see how many
members were related to other members by such marital relations as
their own (wife's father), brothers (brother's wife's father), sisters
(sister's husband), sons (son's wife's father), daughters (daughter's
husband), and grandchildren (grandchildren's spouse). I found that
such affinity by close marital relations existed in 5 of 11 members of
the Sunhüng An lineage in Namwön (45%), 10 of 54 members of the
Ch'angnyöng Song lineage (19%), only 4 of 30 members of the
Kwangju An (11%) in Kimhae, 20 of 108 members of the Kwangju
No (19%) in Ch'angnyöng.28 To be sure, a late Yi dynasty genealogy
has only limited coverage for a wife's paternal and maternal an-
cestors, let alone her relatives, and sister's and granddaughter's
husband's background. There is no question, however, that if the
maternal ancestors and relatives of the members were identified by
cross-examination of the relevant genealogies (which admittedly is a
formidable task) a ratio of the affinity by such marital relations
would increase considerably. A famous mid-seventeenth century
Confucian scholar-official Song Siyöl (1607-89) remarked in his
preface to his Hoedök hyangan: "Although there are three prominent
names of Kim, Yun, and Song in Hoedök County, they are in fact
one kin group that is related by marital ties."29 Although my present
study is far from adequate in measuring the extent of all such ties, it
is true that the hyangan played a significant role in bringing the local
aristocratic kin groups together in their shared belief in the social
and moral purity of their countryside.

28.An Chonghwa, Kwangju An-ssi chokpo [Genealogy of the Kwangju An] (1922) 2:
la-2b; 8: la-9b; 17: la-3a. An Chongyong, Sunhüng An-ssi chokpo [Genealogy of the
Sunhüng An] (1920) 2: mok-söng. No Sangjin, Kwangju No-ssi sebo 1: 17a—23a; 2:
39a—91a. Song Höyöng, Ch'angnyöng Sông-ssi chokpo [Genealogy ofCh'angnyöng Song]
(Ch'angnyöng, 1927) 1: la-43a.
29.Song Siyöl, Hoedök hyangan, dated 1672, a handwritten copy, no pagination.
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THE THREE HYANGAN AND ARISTOCRATIC CULTURAL LOCALISM

The rise of the hyangan is closely related to the development of
aristocratic cultural localism in seventeenth- and eighteenth-cen-
tury Korean countryside. After the Hideyoshi invasions, it was by
and large the hyangan members who were responsible for the con-
struction and repair of numerous cultural edifices in the coun-
tryside, such as private academies (söwön), shrines (sau), and other
buildings for educational, social, and ritual purposes (che, chöng, tae,
tang). These edifices became local centers and cultural symbols for a
variety of educational and social activities. During the period of
relative peace after the mid-seventeenth century, many local Con-
fucianists who had limited opportunity for official employment
increasingly devoted themselves to the ideals of self- fulfillment, self-
sufficiency, and moral and social purity in the countryside. Some
called themselves, with a certain elitism, yain (a man of the coun-
tryside) or chehyang cho'sa (a scholar of the countryside). That as many
as 368 private academies were built during the reign of King
Sukchong (1675-1720) alone is testimony to the extent of local
cultural activities.30 The subsequent decline of the private academies
after the early eighteenth century was primarily because govern-
ment policy limited and even dismantled the private academies
whose political and economic interest came into conflict with gov-
ernment interest.31 Although the political and economic functions
of the private academies and other local edifices declined somewhat,
their social and ritual functions probably increased under the pa-
tronage of the local elite kin groups.

Why and how, then, were the hyangan in Namwön, Kimhae, and
Ch'angnyöng associated with the private academies and other
cultural edifices of their locality? Can we argue that the hyangan was a
local gentry association responsible for building and managing
them? To answer these questions, one must look into the histories of
these edifices during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.

In Namwön, there were seven private academies built between
1579 and 1703, three ofwhich were chartered (sa'aek) by Kings Sönjo
and Sukchong in 1600, 1686, and 1697. In addition, there are fifteen
30.Min Pyöngha, "Söwön üi nongjang" [The farm-estate of the private academ-

ies], in Hanguksa ron 8 (1981): 142. James B. Palais, Politics and Policy in Traditional Korea
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1975), pp. 115-16. Chüngbo munhönbigo
[Encyclopedia, enlarged and supplemented], preface dated 1907 (Seoul: Tongguk
munhwasa, 1971) 211: la-19b; 212: la-42a; 213: la-4a.
31.MinPyöngha, "Söwön üi nongjang," p. 149. Kang Chujin, "Söwön gwa ku

sahoejök kinüng [The private academies and their social functions], in Hanguksa ron 8
(1981): 84-87.



Kawashima: A Study of the Hyangan21

shrines and twenty-one other buildings (chöng, tae, che, tang) that were
used for teaching and learning, poetry reading, ancestor worship,
private retreat, and relaxation.32 The gazetteer of Namwön pub-
lished in 1702 records the amount of land and property including
slaves, books, and buildings, and provides us with an insight into the
nature of the academies as private foundations in the countryside.33

Chöng Manjo pointed out in his study of the Sosu (Paeg'un-
dong) academy, the first chartered academy in Korea in 1550, that
the private academy was originally set up in the countryside to
promote local education and to conduct Confucian rites (chesa) in
memory of early worthies (sönhyön)}4 To be sure, the sönhyön could
include sages and philosophers of China, but in the private academ-
ies of Namwön, Kimhae, and Ch'angnyöng, all the early worthies
were Korean. The private academies and shrines in Namwön en-
shrined twenty-three and sixty-one men, respectively. Twenty-one
men (25%) of the total eighty-four men were members of the
hyangan, and an additional forty-one men (49%) were either "dis-
tant" brothers (genealogically speaking) or direct ancestors of some
members.35 In other words, sixty-two men (74%) of those who were
enshrined were either deceased members of the hyangan or mem-
bers' deceased relatives or direct ancestors. In particular, twenty-
three men who were enshrined in the academies came from four-
teen different lineages (ssijok), and all but one lineage were the
lineages that belonged to the hyangan. Again if one could suc-
cessfully identify the member's maternal and wife's lineage back-
grounds, the percentage of the hyangan members who were related
to the enshrined men would likely increase. The practice of enshrin-
ing native sons or scholars related to the residents occurred not only
in Namwön but also in Kimhae and Ch'angnyöng.

In addition to these twenty-two private academies and shrines,
there were twenty-one local edifices in Namwön, of which nine were
built and owned by hyangan members and twelve by their relatives
and ancestors. These edifices were inherited and maintained by the
descendants and served them as aristocratic symbols of their com-
mitment to the Confucian Way.

32.Yongsöngji 3: 3a—9a.
33.Ibid.

34.Chöng Manjo, "Chosön söwön üi söngnip kwajöng: Chungjong nyöngwan
sarim ül üihan kyohak chinhüngjek kwa kallyön hayö" [The establishment process of
the private academies in the Chosön dynasty: In reference to the strategy of the sarim
scholars to promote study during King Chungjong's reign], in Hanguksa ron 8 (1981):
39-40.

35.Yongsöngji 2: 8a—19b.
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In Kimhae there was only one private academy called Sinsan
which was rebuilt and chartered in 1609 for the noted Confucianist
Cho Sik (1501-72). He was born in Samga and moved nearby to
Kimhae, where he lived and taught for more than thirty years. His
disciples who survived the war, such as An Hüi, Hwang Seyöl, and
Ho Kyöngyun, along with Cho Sik's descendants of the Ch'ang-
nyöng Cho lineage, were responsible for the reconstruction of the
academy, which had been destroyed during the Japanese invasion.
These same people were also members of the Kimhae hyangan of the
early seventeenth century. In addition, there were five shrines in
Kimhae devoted to eight men, of whom three, including Ho
Kyöngyun, belonged to the hyangan, the rest were native scholars
and wartime heroes whose descendants belonged to the hyangan.36

That hyangan members were the ones who built and managed
the academy may be further evident in the case of the Sinsan acad-
emy. Its roster, entitled the Ch'önggumnok (a roster of the "blue-
gowned"), lists fifty-seven men affiliated with the academy from the
early seventeenth to the eighteenth centuries.37 Twenty-nine were
recorded as residents of Kimhae, but the remaining twenty-eight
men were residents of Seoul and elsewhere who were typically high
officials and established scholars. Of these Kimhae residents, twenty
men were members of the hyangan and the rest were probably all
member's relatives.

The gazetteer of Kimhae lists eight additional edifices that were
built mainly by the magistrates, and therefore they were more of-
ficial in character. The only building that is clearly related to the
hyangan is the pavilion called Sanhaejöng, built for Cho Sik by Song
Yunchung and Yu Pangsik, who were grandsons of Song Tohang
and Yu Chemu who entered the hyangan in 1729 and 1753, respec-
tively.38

In Ch'angnyöng, all but one of the private academies and
shrines were built after the late seventeenth century. The Kwansan
academy, the oldest and most important, was built in 1620 and
chartered in 1651. 39 It enshrined Chöng Ku (1543-1620), who was
probably the most revered Confucian scholar in Ch'angnyöng. He

36."Kimhaebu üpchi" in Kyöngsang namdo üpchi chipsöng, p. 256.
37."Sinsan söwön ch'önggumnok" [The roster of scholars in Sinsan academy], in

Kimjuji chöryak [The essence of the Kimhae gazetteer] (Kimhae, preface dated 1912),
20b-23b.
38."Kimhaebu üpchi" in Kyöngsang namdo üpchi chipsöng, p. 256. No Sangjik,

Kimhae hyangan, 14b, 18b.
39."Kimhaebu üpchi" in Kyöngsang namdo üpchi chipsöng, p. 256. Chüngbo munhön-

bigo 213: 22a.
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was responsible for the education of the local elite families who
provided the leadership in organizing the hyangan and building the
academy after the war. Chöng Ku, a Neo-Confucianist without a
government degree, was a native of Söngju, and he took the first
official appointment in 1580 to serve as magistrate of Ch'angnyöng
where his close relatives lived not far from his own native place.
During his three-year tenure, he set up four schools (söje, södang) to
educate the sons of the local elite families. Upon his departure for
his later successful career in the central and local government, he
left the school buildings and books as official gifts (chöngup) to his
best students, including his own sister's son, No Kukhong.40 Chöng
Ku's success in Ch'angnyöng supports the thesis of Edward W.
Wagner who writes: "More often, I surmised, the aspirant to such a
post [the appointment to a county close to his own county of resi-
dence] has solid lineage ties in the county near home he was named
to head, and his appointment would promote the interests of his
lineage and of himself."41 Chöng Ku's disciples, such as Song Anüi,
No Kukhong, Song Ch'ang, Yang Hoguk, No Seho, An Su, and Song
Chin, were all important in defending the county by organizing
militia against the Japanese invaders. After the war, they became the
founding fathers oí the hyangan in 1600 and served as staffmembers
(wönin) of the Kwansan academy, which they had built in 1620. Many
of Chöng Ku's disciples were later enshrined in two academies and
three shrines that were built between 1695 and 1795.42

In addition, members of the hyangan and their relatives built
and owned as many as thirty-two edifices that may be classified in
three categories: the recreation hall (yugeso), lecture hall (kanghaho),
and ancestral ritual hall (pongsönso). Especially noteworthy are many
ancestral ritual halls built by the leading lineages of the hyangan,
such as the Ch'angnyöng Song, the Kwangju No, the Ch'angnyöng
Cho, the Milsöng Yang, the Pyökchin Yi, and the Changyön No.43
The descendants met there in the spring and autumn to perform
ancestral rites, and solemnly pledged to follow the footsteps of their
common and distinguished ancestors. These edifices constituted a
substructure of the more formal private academies and shrines, and

40.No Chinhön, "Okch'ön ho" [Writings of No Chinhön], in Kwön Yönha, pref-
ace, Kwangju No-ssi seho [Writings by generations of the Kwangju No] (Preface dated
1824 by Kim Hüijin and Yu Taejwa) 1: 3ab (yönbo, kan).
4 1 . Edward W. Wagner, "The County Magistrate in Yi Korea: A Silhouette," paper

presented to the New England Conference, Association for Asian Studies, Amherst
College, October 1977, p. 1.
42.Yongsöngji 2: 8a-19b.
43.Ibid.
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served as a personal as well as a communal reminder of their aristo-
cratic cultural heritage in the countryside. It would be wrong to
romanticize the role of the hyangan in the development of elite
cultural localism in seventeenth- and eighteenth-century Korea, but
it was an informal organization for the elite local kin groups to
promote and preserve local cultural diversity as "scholars of the
countryside."

CONCLUSION

The thesis I have presented in this paper surely requires fur-
ther elaboration and documentation based on the case studies of
more hyangan records. Only with more case studies can we begin to
put together the puzzle of the diverse local elite groups and their
structure in mid-Yi dynasty Korea. A social history of the local
groups, especially that of informal groups, such as the hyangan, has
not been adequately studied in comparison with formal organiza-
tions, such as the yuhyangso.

The local yangban still remains a puzzle, but the hyangan
provides us with a clue for understanding the identity, legitimacy,
and structure of the local yangban because of its largely "unwritten"
but documentable practice and its emphasis on proper lineage back-
grounds. The local yangban and the hyangan changed as the society
changed, and the process of change can be illustrated in figure 1.

The horizontal line represents societal values ranging between
the diametrically opposed values underlying power (i.e., might is
right) and Confucian ethics (i.e., right is might), and similarly the
vertical line represents the institutions ranging between the bu-
reaucracy (i.e., centralism by merit) and the elite kin groups or
yangban lineages (i.e., localism by ascription). As shown in figure 1,
we have four enclosures, each representing a contrasting cultural-
social setting relevant to the local yangban and the hyangan. The
development I have discussed in this paper seems to suggest that the
local yangban and the hyangan went through a cycle in a clockwise

Bureaucracy

Power I----------------------1 Ethics

Fig. 1. Elite Kin Groups
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movement from the enclosure A to A-, A- to B, and B to B- from the
early fifteenth to the eighteenth centuries.

First, the early Yi dynasty government did not attempt to wipe
out the aristocratic local kin groups that originated in the Koryö
dynasty, but rather tried to select and protect those kin groups that
produced men of loyalty and merit for the new dynasty. The Yi
bureaucracy sanctioned the selection of the elite kin groups for the
consolidation of power at the local level. Some of the capital officials
and their descendants moved out to settle in the countryside, and
organized the hyangan under close supervision of the central bu-
reaucracy to control local power. Thus occurred the first transfor-
mation from enclosure A to A-: from the late Koryö local magnates
and their aristocratic clans to the capital officials with their families
and relatives in the countryside.

Second, the capital officials in retirement and on home leave
assumed leadership in promoting education and family rites in the
local community. The private academies and local cultural edifices
they built after the mid-sixteenth century contributed to the rise of
elite cultural localism among the rural yangban. They consisted not
only of officials but also a growing number of their descendants who
increasingly lacked official posts or degrees. The hyangan remained
supportive of but grew more autonomous of the central bureaucracy
by drafting its own rules regulating its-membership, decision-mak-
ing, and group conduct. The national crises during and following
the Japanese and Manchu invasions strengthened local ties and the
cultural localism of the elite kin groups. Thus the second transfor-
mation from the capital officials to the ethically oriented local
yangban. Similarly the hyangan no longer became an instrument of
central power, but a self-regulating elite local group. While loyal to
the throne it also aimed at self-fulfillment and moral and social
purity in the countryside.

Third, the hyangan consisted largely of nonofficials and non-
degree and nontitleholders after the late seventeenth century, and it
became further removed from bureaucratic power positions and
became mainly an elite cultural institution that served the local
yangban families. The eighteenth century hyangan was an expression
of elite cultural localism, because it symbolized the culmination of a
process of local cultural and ideological change that began in the
mid-sixteenth century. The growth in the members of the elite kin
groups coupled with their diminishing opportunities for official
employment made them more conscious of the success of their
ancestors in gaining office and perhaps more competitive in select-
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ing marriage partners from prestigious families. The sheer size of
the yangban population (i.e., those who could claim the legitimate
succession of their noble descents) ultimately made it impractical if
not impossible for the hyangan to continue after the late eighteenth
century. Thus the third transformation from B to B-.

Despite their growing exclusion from bureaucratic power posi-
tions, the hyangan members seem to have been internally loyal to the
system and resistant to change. Their cultural elitism and localism
remains, it seems to me, as an important characteristic of the Korean
intellectuals in the following centuries.44

44. Fujiya Kawashima, "Kankoku chishikijin no genkei: sonbi no kachi ishiki" [An
archetype of the Korean intellectuals: The value system of the local yangban aristoc-
racy], Ajia koron 10 (November 1981): 81-88.
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APPENDIX 1
Hyangan Membership by Years of Compilation

A. Namwön (Yongsöng)

Compilation King
number

Reign
year

Year Month New
members

Notes

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10

Sönjo
Sönjo
Sönjo
Sönjo
Injo
Injo
Hyojong
Sukchong
Sukchong
Kyöngjong

?
?
?
40
1
17
6
5
26
K?)

?
?
?

1607
1623
1639
1655
1679
1700
1721(?)

?
?
?
?
?
?
?
?
?
10

41
43
43
53
145
106
219
436
620
19

Supplement to
Hyangan no. 9

Total 1,725

B. Kimhae

Compilation King
number

Reign
year

Year Month New
members

Notes

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Sönjo
Sönjo
Sönjo
Sönjo
Kwanghae
Kwanghae
Injo
Injo
Injo
Injo
Injo
Injo
Hyojong
Hyönjong
Hyönjong
Hyönjong
Sukchong
Sukchong
Sukchong
Sukchong
Sukchong
Sukchong
Sukchong

32
33
34
37
5
14
1
5
14
19
23
27
5
5
9
13
4
12
15
16
24
28
29

1599
1600
1601
1604
1613
1622
1623
1627
1636
1641
1645
1649
1654
1664
1668
1672
1678
1686
1689
1690
1698
1702
1703

14
4
5
11
8
3
5
4
8
5
15
10
4
21
11
7
18
14
11
4
10
6
14
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B. Kimhae, continued

Compilation King
number

Reign Year Month Number of
yeardaynew

members

Notes

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

Yöngjo
Yöngjo
Yöngjo
Yöngjo
Yöngjo
Yöngjo
Yöngjo
Yöngjo
Chöngjo
Sunjo

4
5
6
7
8
29
42
50
9
34

1728
1729
1730
1731
1732
1753
1766
1774
1785
1834

11
11
11
11
11
11
11
3.22
6
11

12
33
2
26
49
52
4
27
5
2

Yöngmyo 44, pyöngo
Yöngmyo 52, kabo

Ree. royal injunction
Ree. royal injunction

Total 424

C. Ch'angnyöng
Compilation King
number

Reign Year MonthNew
yearday members

Notes

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Sönjo
Sönjo
Kwanghaegun
Kwanghaegun
Kwanghaegun
Kwanghaegun
Injo
Injo
Injo
Injo
Injo
Injo
Injo
Hyojong
Hyönjong
Sukchong
Yöngjo
Yöngjo
Yöngjo
Chöngjo
Chöngjo
Sunjo
Sunjo
Sunjo

33
40
6
10
11
14
11
16
17
20
21
22
26
1
10
44
11
24
33
8
10
17
20
32(?)

1600
1607
1614
1618
1619
1622
1633
1638
1639
1642
1643
1644
1648
1650
1669
1718
1735
1748
1757
1784
1786
1817
1820
1832(?)

10.4
7.16
1.3
1.27
12.26
3
10
3
3
3
3
30
5
3
8.18
5.3
1.11
1.11
2.15
4.17
12.17
12.17
6.6
?

35
12
6
14
2
29
9
9
5
9
2
1
1
2
28
34
2

127
88
123
12
133
94
9

Roster & new roster

Rev. old rosters

Rev. (old) rosters

Rev. roster of 1717(?)
Rev. rosters 15 & 17

Rev. roster 18
Rev. (old) roster

Rev. (old) roster
Rev. roster 16

Total 786
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Hyangan Membership by Clan Affiliation
A. Namwön (Yongsöng)
Years

Clans
1607 1623-

39
1655 1679-

1721(?)
Total Rank

Members

Hüngdök Chang9 19
KyöngjuKim1420
ChinjuSo6 13
ChönjuYi5 9
ChönjuCh'oe109
NamwönYang128
NamyangPang5 11
PuanKim3 14

Ch'öngjuHan3 7
SunhüngAn6 7
Ch'angwön Chöng4 4
KyöngjuYi3 4
KwangjuYi1 4
Haman O 5 3
YönanKim6 4
P'ungch'önNo0 6
SaknyöngCh'oe3 5
Kyöngju Chöng0 3
MunhwaYu0 1
P'yönggangCh'ae5 4
NajuChin1 4
SangjuYi0 3
AndongKwön2 4
ChinjuHa1 3
P'ungsanSim3 3
Haeju O 4 4
Yangch'önHö2 3
NamwönYun2 2
Hapch'önYi3 1
ChuksanPak4 6
NamwönChin3 3
Changyön Pyon1 4
NamwönYang2 3
Sunch'önKim1 1
HongjuYi3 2
ChangsuHwang4 1
OnyangKim1 2
SösanYu4 0
Hwasun Ch'oe0 0
WönjuWön2 1

14
15
14
10
7
8
18
5

4
6
9
6
5
1
5
5
5
4
4
5
6
3
0
2
4
1
3
3
1
3
4
1
1
0
0
0
1
1

75
50
64
54
51
41
31
33
37
33
31
30
27
24
15
23
15
19
21
13
14
15
10
14
15
10
11
12
10
3
9
7
6
11
7
4
5
3
6
2

117
99
97
78
77
69
65
55
55
54
43
43
41
38
30
30
28
27
27
26
23
23
22
21
21
20
20
17
17
16
16
15
15
14
13
9
8
7
7
6

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
8-1
10
11
11-1
13
14
15
15-1
17
18
18-1
20
21
21-1
23
24
24-1
26
26-1
28
28-1
30
30-1
32
32-1
34
35
36
37
38
38-1
40
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A. Namwön (Yongsöng), continued
Years

Clans
1607 1623- 1655 1679-Total Rank
391721(?) Members

Yonggwang Yu
Nüngsöng Ku
Pyökchin Yi
Haeju Chöng
Unjin Song
Haman Cho
Changhùng Ko
Kimhae Kim

Chinju Hyöng
Ch'öngsong Sim
Kwangju An
Tongnae Chöng
Yönan Yi

Hapkye T'ae
Okch'ön Cho
Namyang Hong
Chönju Yu
Ch'ilwön Yun
Origin not yet
identified (A)

0
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
o
0
o
0
1
0

32

0
1
3
1
0
1
0
0
0
1
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
0

37

1
0
0
0
1
0
1
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
o
0
0
0

14

5
2
2
4
3
2
2
2
3
0
1
0
2
2
2
1
0
1

190

6
5
5
5
4
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1

263

40-1
42
42-1
42-2
45
46
46-1
46-2
46-3
46-4
51
51-
51-
51-
51-
56
56-1
56-2

Total (B) 180 251 219 1,075 1,725

A/B % 18.8 15.0 6.4 18.1 15.2

B. Kimhae

Years
Clans

1599- 1613- 1654- 1678- 1728- 1785- Total Rank
1604 49 72 1703 74 1834 Members

Ch'öngju Song4 5 6 14 250 54 1
KwangjuAn2 9 2 5 180 362
KimhaeHö1 6 5 6 170 353
KimhaeKim5 2 4 6 170 344
Ch'angnyöng Cho2 4 5 8 100 295
ChaenyöngYi3 5 3 4100256
ÜisöngKim1 3 4 5 100 237
KwangjuNo0 0 3 7 120 228
MunhwaYu3 3 12 8 0 179
Ch'angnyöng Chang 1 0 2 2 9 0 1410
ChönjuYi0 3 0 3 5 0 1111
Chinju Kang0 0 1160 8 12
Namp'yöngMun0 0 0 0 0 7 7 13
Hamjong Ö 5 1100 0 7 13-1
Tongnae Chöng0 0 2 130 6 15
PosöngSön0 0 0 0 6 0 6 15-1
Ch'öngdoKim0 0 0 2 4 0 6 15-2
HamanCho0 0 12 3 0 6 15-3
Hyönp'ung Kwak0 1122 0 6 15-4
MilyangSon0 0 0 130 4 20
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B. Kimhae, continued

Years
Clans

1599- 1613- 1654r 1678- 1728- 1785- Total Rank
1604 49 72 1703 74 1834 Members

P'ap'yöngYun0 0 0 0
Ch'angnyöng Song0 0 10
Miryang Pak1100
P'yôngsanSin0 120
Haesan Hwang2 100
KoryöPak0 0 0 0
Namyang Pang0 0 0 0
lksöngPae10 0 0
Kwangsan Kim0 100
Sangsan Kim10 0 0
SunhüngAn10 0 0
Andong Kwön0 0 0 0
Yangch'önHö0 0 0 1
lndongChang0 0 0 1
Inch'önYi0 100
ChinjuYu0 0 0 0
Ch'öngsong Sim0 0 0 0
Origin not yet
identified (A)110 0 4

4
3
1
0
0
2
2
1
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
1
1

21 36

20-1
20-2
23
23-1
23-2
26
26-1
26-2
29
29-1
29-2
29-3
29-4
29-5
29-6
29-7
29-8

Total (B) 34 58 43 77 205 424

A/B % 3.0 17.2 5.2 10.2 8.5

C. Ch'angnyöng
Years

Clans

Ch'angnyöng Song
Kwangju No
Milsöng Yang
Chinju Kang
Ch'angnyöng Cho
Söhüng Kim
Chinju Ha
P'ap'yöng Yun
Sönsan Kim

Pyökchin Yi
Changyön No
Kwangju Yi
Milsöng Son
Kwangju An
Ch'angnyöng
Chang

Habin Yi
Posan Kwak
Ch'öngju Chöng
Suwön Paek
Chönju Yi

1600- 1614-
1607 48

21
1
2
2
3
2
2
0
1
4
5
0
0
1

0
0
0
1
0
0

35
8
4
3
2
5
3
0
2
3
3
1
3
4

2
0
1
1
0
0

1650-
69

9
0
3
2

1718 1735- 1784- Total Rank
57 1832 Members

13
9
0
1
2
2
0
0
2
1
0
1
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0

68
23
10
14
11
10
7
7
5
5
6
6
6
5

4
2
0
0
2
2

127
67
20
12
13
9
15
17
13
8
5
11
9
3

2
5
3
0
0
0

273
108
39
34
32
30
28
25
23
22
21
20
20
14

9
7
4
3
2
2

1
2
3
4
4-1
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
12-1
14

15
16
17
18
19
19-1
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C. Ch'angnyöng, continued
Years

Clans
1600- 1614-
1607 48

1650-
69

1718 1735-
57

1784- Total Rank
1832 Members

Kümsan Kim
Talsöng Pae
Tamyang Ko
Sunch'ön Pak
Anak Yi
Hamp'yöng Yi
Origin not yet
identified (A)

0
1
0
0
0
0

23

0
0
1
1
0
0

30 64

21
21-1
21-2
21-3
21-4
21-5

Total (B) 47 87 30 34 217 371 786

A/B % 2.1 5.7 6.7 9.4

APPENDIX 3

Membership of the Three Hyangan Compared in Six Periods by
Reign Years

Reign
Years

Namwon Later KimhaeCh'angnyöng
Original added Original Special Original Revised

Sönjo 32-41180
(1599-1608)

Kwanghaegun 1-Injo 27251
(1609-49)

Hyojong 1-Hyöngjong 15219
(1650-74)

Sukchong 1-461056
(1675-1720)

Kyöngjong 1-Yöngjo 52
(1721-76)

Chöngjo 1-Sunjo 20
(1777-1820)

19

34

58

43

77

205

47

78

2

34

28

217

371

Total 1,706 19 417 161 625

Source: Yu Cheuk, Yongsöng hyangan, la-87b; No Sangjik, Kimhae hyangan, la-24a;
Cho Yongsuk, Ch'angnyöng hyangan, la—51b.



Kawashima: A Study of the Hyangan33
APPENDIX 4

Average Age of Admission to the Kimhae Hyangan:
The Ch'öngju Song and the Kwanju An Lineages

Years of
Admission

1599-
1604

1613-
49

1654-
72

1678- 1728-
170374

Ch'öngju Song
Kwangju An

35
33

27
34

25 29
38

36
43

Source: Song Suhak, Ch'öngju Song-ssi sebo l:la-2:34a; An Chonghwa, Kwangju An-ssi
chokpo l:2a-l7:3a.
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indoA ìM

kanghaksom <P J^T

KoryöÜ5 M,

Kwansan^ UJ

KyöngsangM. IrJ

munkwaX f4

Paeg'undongF^ ^ ?Pj

pongsönso$ :5fe $T

pon'gwan4^ Ä

pMro chongjok% 3è p Îfe.

pyolgamM f&
saWAfl§ H

sadaebu~iz /^.^?

saengwönífe. Ä

SanhaejöngUl $| ^

Samga?: Br

saroganft ^ ^
.sawJÜt ^
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Sinsan^f UJ

södangäj ^

söngch'öngÜ H

SöngjuJ[ ¡Jf|

sönhyön5fc K
SosuÜB 1fr

söwön(I K

?a?K

Taebang-t?? ^J

hyangyakso$ fö |t?

tong-!§£

tangsang!§f _h

tohobuIS H JfJ

wönim^ jJ:

wonui Tc

joinÏJ A

Yonghüngá< JR

yuch'öng i'bud'ak-W Jr¡ M ^

)>m^ojg ^ Jrf

yuhakW ¡=P

yuhyangsom m> ßf



38Journal of Korean Studies
Names of Rules and Rosters

Ch'angnyöng hyangan chüngjuß^ Sf£ ftffi 5jf i$ f^

//««/'« ilhyang yaksok$g ^H — HlS ^J W.

Hamju hyanganW·. Tn ISS S:

Hoedök hyangan9km; m>?£

Hyonyöng taegun hyanghönmokW W ?. Wi ü¡S M. B

Kimhae hyangan*ìSS>*

Koch'ang hyanganJgj" H $$ §R

Miryang hyanganVi m> 7ë|S ^

P'ungp'ae hyang chwamokWW W> eè. B

Sinsan söwön ch'önggumnok%f[ UJ ß" K W t^ il

Sönhyang hönmok^ HS S §

Söryw sot'ong chölmokfà. Ü ¡ÜI 3 It S
T'aejo kohwangje oje hönmokAÎ1 ifi MW w S Ä S

Tansöng hyanganf\ WL^>^

Yean hyangnip yakjoJü ^C W 3L #v W

Yongjang samokiE f& ^ @

rongiöng· hyanganBE BK íü|S ^

Yongsöng hyangan yaksok jomokBl ÍK ils S $v 3K IiS B

Yöngyang hyangan kojöngnok%. W> $$ ffe * 1È Ü
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