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H. Hinton, Dough Hodo, and Robert B. Sloan, offer insight into how the univer-
sity broadened its reputation while retaining a religious core. Looser also features 
the university’s students, paying special attention to student accomplishments in 
sports, debate, music, and mock trial.

Despite its almost six hundred pages of exhaustive detail, the book lacks stories. 
Many of the work’s paragraphs are merely lists of names strung together. In his 
honorable effort to include everyone who contributed to the success of the univer-
sity, Looser allows minutia to detract from his main themes of institution building, 
dedication, faith, and sacrifice. This is most apparent in the sections on students. 
Looser records statistical reports on the average HBU student, and he notes the 
names of golf champions and student newspaper editors, but he offers limited 
glimpses of them as people. A few profiles of individuals such as Steven Kinnet, 
the one-legged gymnast who competed in the national championships, or Bertha 
Wilson, the school’s beloved cook, communicate the spirit of the university more 
effectively than the lengthy sections on real estate development.

Despite its limitations, the book undoubtedly will interest graduates of Houston 
Baptist University. Those with some familiarity of the people and places depicted 
will no doubt appreciate Looser’s painstaking attention to detail. In addition, the 
work has many black and white photos as well as some color plates showing the 
campus and its luminaries. Houston natives will appreciate the sections highlight-
ing the city’s growth. The work also provides useful information on the organiza-
tional structures of Baptist higher education such as the Baptist General Conven-
tion of Texas and the Southern Baptist Convention.

Texas Christian University Amanda Bresie

Hispanics in the United States: A Demographic, Social, and Economic History, 1980–

2005. By Laird W. Bergad and Herbert S. Klein. (New York: Cambridge Univer-
sity Press, 2010. Pp. 468. Illustrations, tables, graphs, maps, notes, bibliography, 
index. ISBN 9780521718103, $32.95 paper.)

Over the last decade, the integration of Hispanics into the fabric of America, 
due largely to ongoing immigration from Latin America and rapid growth in the 
native-born Hispanic community, has received attention from social scientists and 
journalist alike. With Hispanics accounting for 38 percent of Texans alone and 
representing roughly 18 percent of the total U.S. population, it will be impossible 
from this point forward to overlook the demographic and economic importance 
of this group that is one of every six Americans.

Appreciating this upward trend in the spirit of the breakthrough work, The His-

panic Population of the United States (1987) by Frank D. Bean and Marta Tienda, His-

panics in the United States does an utilitarian job of cutting through seemingly dense 
and arcane statistical data to present a Hispanic profile that outlines the demo-
graphic, social, and economic record of Latinos/as over a recent quarter century. 
While Bergad and Klein document the impact that immigrants have had on the 
U.S. labor force, they do so without analyzing the social and cultural consequences 
and underpinnings. They argue that delving into cultural themes is not their cen-
tral interest because “so many outstanding scholars from different disciplines have 
produced so much innovative and pioneering work” already (3–4). Regrettably, 



not doing so undermines their promising work, in part because avoiding the inter-
play of race and cultural identity, assimilation, acculturation, and retro-accultur-
ation of the Hispanic community is like trying to effectively explore film history 
and representation without ethnic, cultural, national, or gender stereotypes. 

Bergad and Klein’s work is filled with useful information, graphs, tables, figures, 
maps, and various illustrations about the heterogeneous Hispanic population, 
including Brazilians. The book first gives us historical background on the Hispanic 
presence while reminding many that there are more variations than common-
alities among Latino national origin groups. Thereafter the book is divided into 
thirteen chapters enveloped around a descriptive approach that focuses more on 
translating statistical data than analyzing demographic shifts and historical forces. 
Using mostly census records from the Public Use Microdata Series (PUMS) of the 
1980, 1990, and 2000 decennial counts and the 2005 one-year estimates from the 
American Community Survey (ACS), the book helps shed light on how different 
demographic variables have affected Latino subgroup communities differently. 
It fails, however, to cogently and clearly connect those variables into concepts 
toward understanding the social and economic repercussions facing Hispanics, 
and throughout the United States.

In addition, the book makes some strong assertions, especially about Hispan-
ics having an American experience “similar to the classic patterns found in all 
immigrant communities of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries” (3). This may 
have some merit, but this argument has to be anchored in more than census com-
putations. Perhaps if the authors attempted to explore Hispanic identity even on 
a surface level, they could have developed stronger arguments based on a broader 
framework of respective Hispanic subgroup community social dynamics. Despite 
the effort by the scholars to review and rework voluminous statistical information 
for the quantitatively challenged, some of their conclusions are confusing largely 
because the history they present is translated without considering crucial histori-
cal factors intrinsic with immigration and assimilation experiences.

Even with its shortcomings, Hispanics in the United States is a welcome publica-
tion for the reason alone that a detailed gathering of once ambiguous data about 
Hispanics is practical for not only evaluation of the recent past, but to help chart 
the future. As immigration, fertility rates, and Latino intermarriage continue to 
increase diversity in and beyond the Hispanic community, the book takes a small 
step in improving our understanding of not why but how people view themselves 
and others in becoming less hyphenated Americans.

Rutgers University Darius V. Echeverría

Big Red: Memoirs of a Texas Entrepreneur and Philanthropist. By Red McCombs. As told 
to Don Carleton. (Austin: Dolph Briscoe Center for American History, 2011. 
Pp. 252. Illustrations, index. ISBN 9780976669753, $29.95 cloth.)

Where but Texas can the son of a mechanic open a used-car lot and wind up 
a billionaire? Big Red: Memoirs of a Texas Entrepreneur and Philanthropist tells the 
story of Red McCombs, the founder of Clear Channel Communications. From a 
shoe-string investment in car dealerships, Red leveraged his growing assets into 
media, oil, real estate, and sports teams. Best known as an owner of the San Anto-
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