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248 Western American Literature
Plains Farmer: The Diary o f William G. DeLoach, 1914-1964. E dited  by Ja n e t M. 
N eugebauer. (College Station: Texas A & M University Press, 1991. 367 pages, 
$39.50.)

William DeLoach, Texas plains farm er, faced every test n a tu re  an d  the 
political climate could devise as he struggled to develop the  virgin land  for 
crops tha t would be the sole livelihood o f his growing family. For fifty years he 
kep t a daily diary, probably the m ost consistent accoun t o f its kind, reco rd ing  
the thoughts tha t occupy a farm er who thinks deeply an d  asks for his labors only 
an even break. Few who are h a rd  at such toils have the tim e and  inclination  to 
keep a diary; yet h ere  in sim ple, unassum ing and  often  deeply affecting lan­
guage is the absorbing tale o f a p io n eer fa rm er’s struggles.

Editor Ja n e t N eugebauer has woven into  the diary’s fram ew ork dem o­
graphic, geopolitical, and  technical expositions allowing valuable overviews to 
laypersons, historians, and  students o f agriculture who learn , for exam ple, o f 
co tto n ’s role in the n a tio n ’s agronom y as they follow the  work o f D eLoach in his 
co tton  fields. W orld W ar II’s effect on  farm ing incom e em erges clearly even as 
the saddened  read er grieves with D eLoach over the loss o f his youngest son in 
tha t war. Steadily, N eugebauer exam ines the  governm en t’s role in G reat Plains 
farm ing, how land  prices changed, doub led  betw een 1941 an d  1945— then  
doubled  again by 1954— and how the young began to be pushed  off the  land.

D eLoach was endlessly plowing and  p lanting, then  p lo tting  w hat to do  nex t 
after sandstorm s, d rough t, hail, and  unfavorable m arkets took the ir toll. We 
learn  tha t he kept abreast o f  the daily news, tha t he rarely missed getting  to the 
polls and  com m unity m eetings, tha t he treasured  his family and  assisted his 
neighbors. H e hated  war and  capital pun ishm en t (“legalized m u rd e r” he wrote 
o f the H aup tm an  execution  after the L indbergh trial). H e was considera te o f 
anim als tha t worked for him . D eLoach liked picnics, song fests, a rare  n ip  o f 
whiskey, and  m ost form s o f hum an  com panionsh ip— except for the m om ents at 
his diary.

T he m arvelous drawings by Charles Shaw cap tu re  varied scenes o f farm  life 
and  the postures o f m en and  w om en who live on the Texas plains. This book is 
splendid  in conception  and  design— a co llector’s item.
JEAN RITTER-MURRAY Santa Rosa, California

Desierto. By Charles Bowden. (New York: W.W. N orton  & Com pany, 1991. 225 
pages, $18.95.)

Charles Bowden, in the pro logue to his 1988 work Blue Desert, asks the 
reader to “Im agine you are on a train h ighballing th rough  the desert n igh t and  
ou t the window conflicting scenes flash across your eyes— a glim pse o f m o u n ­


