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Transtromer receiving the Neustadt Prize
at the University of Oklahoma in 1990

25 YEARS AGO IN THESE PAGES

A Review of Tomas Transtromer’s

Tolkningar (Bonniers, 1999) P

“When Tomas Transtromer (1931-2015), one of Sweden’s
most prolific poets of the twentieth century, was awarded
the prestigious Neustadt International Prize for Literature
in 1990, he stated in his speech of thanks that even an orig-
inal poem is a translation or manifestation of an invisible
text behind the layers of our conventional language. Thus
any attempt at rendering a poem in a foreign language be-
comes an additional attempt at creating the original poem
anew. Translations can never be word-by-word renderings of
a given text but must be interpretations (as the Swedish title
reads). . . . About the same time as Transtrémer published his
first book in 1954, he began to translate a number of Greek
poets, among them the later Nobel Prize laureate Odysseus
Elytis. He also translated the German poets Karl Krolow and
Helmut Heifenbiittel; texts by W. H. Auden, Robert Lowell,
Robin Fulton, Boris Pasternak, James Wright, W. S. Merwin,
and Robert Bly; and the Hungarian poets Gyula Illyés, San-
dor Weodres, and Janos Pilinszky. . . . The texts are not ba-
sic word-by-word translations but congenial re-creations in
their own right, which not only let them stand out with their
own distinctive characteristics but also let them appear with
an unmistakable Transtrémerian diction—and precisely this
feature has certainly not diminished their quality.”

—Sven H. Rossel, World Literature Today 74, no. 1 (2000): 253

4  WLT MARCH/APRIL 2025

EDITORIAL BOARD
Roger Allen
Alice-Catherine Carls
César Ferreira
Erik Gleibermann
George GOMOri
Alamgir Hashmi
Emily D. Johnson
Farzaneh Milani
Tanure Ojaide

Nii Ayikwei Parkes
Mahtem Shiferraw
llan Stavans
Michelle Yeh

Ping Zhu

INTERNS

Emma Abbott
Bekah Algaze
Triniti Benitez Rogers
Colton Boydston
Lauren Brogdon
Emma Browning
Kyle Counts

Kaitlyn Denton
Jack Dodd

Autumn Dudley
Amber Durst
Alexia Elliott
Anusha Fathepure
Taylor Fleming
Addie Hildebrandt
Emily Holson
Katelyn Hostetter Allee
Grace Lamis
Lilianna Laney
Steven Lee

Mary Ann Livingood
Lala Mammadova
Jack McCarty

Riley McDaniel
Madeline Meyers
Sophia Montoya
Amanda Morley
Theo Murphy

Eden Nofsinger
Aliki Paisiou

Belle Perna
Gretchen Price
Emma Rowland
Karsyn Scruggs
Audrey Staggs
Terryn Ward
Magdalena Whisenhunt
Emiley White

Sofia Yrigoyen

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS
Rea Amit

Dustin M. Condren
Kalenda Eaton
Karlos K. Hill

Carol Rose Little
Mina Raminsabet
Marcelo Rioseco
Julie-Francoise Tolliver
Kimberly Gail Wieser
Liran Yadgar

ADVISORY BOARD

Rilla Askew

Nancy Barcelo

Kyle Harper

Ed Kelley

Alana Marie Levinson LaBrosse
Kathy Neustadt

Susan Neustadt Schwartz
David Shook

World Literature Today is
published at the University of
Oklahoma, Norman. Postmaster:
Send address changes to WLT,
630 Parrington Oval, Suite

110, Norman OK 73019-4037.
Periodicals postage paid at
Hanover PA 17331. Copyright ©
2025 by World Literature Today
and the Board of Regents of the
University of Oklahoma. ISSN
0196-3570 (1945-8134 online).
Subscription and advertising
rates are listed on our website
(worldlit.org) or can be obtained
through the editorial office.
Phone: 405.325.4531. 2,500
copies of this issue have been
prepared and distributed by

the Sheridan Press at no cost
to the taxpayers of the State

of Oklahoma. The University

of Oklahoma is an equal
opportunity institution.





