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Advancing knowledge, fostering collaboration, informing the future

“An important intervention into an exciting area of inquiry. Holly Craw-
ford Pickett’s study of serial converts offers fresh insights into significant 
facets of early modern English culture, religion, and literature.” 
—Jeffrey Shoulson, Brandeis University

The Drama of 
Serial Conversion 
in Early Modern 
England
Holly Crawford Pickett
Holly Crawford Pickett 
reconceptualizes early modern 
religious identity by explor-
ing the astonishing stories of 
serial converts: historical and 
fictional figures who changed 
their religious affiliations 
between Catholicism and 
Protestantism multiple times. 
Bringing spiritual autobiog-
raphies and conversion plays 
into conversation with per-

formance theory, Pickett investigates the techniques that serial converts 
used to stage and justify their conversions, showing how the genres and 
conventions associated with conversion shaped the very experience of 
conversion itself. Any act of conversion, Pickett reveals, is performative 
in nature, offering a counternarrative to the paradigm of sincere, private 
conversion on the rise in the tumultuous years following the Reformation. 
This book, the first to explore serial conversion as a discrete phenomenon 
in this era, uncovers a neglected strain of religious discourse in early mod-
ern England that valued mutability and flexibility even amid increasingly 
narrow understandings of conversion.
Hardcover $65.00 | Ebook $65.00


