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Submission of Manuscripts

Merrill-Palmer Quarterly serves as a source of new research studies in human develop-
ment, theoretical papers, critical reviews of literature, and scholarly commentaries. The 
purview of Merrill-Palmer Quarterly encompasses theory and research on all areas of 
child and adolescent development, and incorporates the journal’s historical commitment to 
the study of development in context. The Editors are primarily interested in submissions 
that advance developmental theory and generate novel findings from sound developmental 
methods and designs. Also preferred are empirical investigations that contain provocative 
aims, multiple studies, and innovative methods. Articles focused on technical issues (e.g., 
creation and evaluation of measures, statistical analyses, etc.) are of lesser interest unless 
they contain an original substantive (developmental) component. This same restriction 
applies to investigations that do not include infants, children, or adolescents as participants. 

Manuscript Submission
Follow the instructions and specifications provided in the Publication Manual of the Amer-
ican Psychological Association (2020). The 7th edition of the APA manual may be pur-
chased from APA Order Dept., P.O. Box 92984, Washington, DC 20090-2984 USA. Begin 
each of the following on a new page: title page, abstract, first page of text, references, 
appendix, footnotes, tables, figure captions, and figures. Double space everything, and 
please use 12-point font. Text should be left-aligned, not justified, and page numbers 
inserted at the top right corner for review purposes. Information about the authors (e.g., 
institutional affiliations, contact information, etc.) should be reported only on the title 
page (the information on this page will be removed by our editorial office before the 
blind  review process begins), using the APA three-paragraph format (i.e., affiliations, 
acknowledgments, contact information). Blind review requires that information that might 
identify the author(s) be removed from all subsequent pages of the manuscript. Include an 
abstract that does not exceed 150 words in length. Most reports of empirical investigations 
that are considered for publication in Merrill-Palmer Quarterly do not exceed 30–40 
pages, all inclusive (i.e., including references, tables, and figures). Submissions must be 
accompanied by a cover letter in which the corresponding author affirms that: (a) the 
manuscript (and findings) is not under consideration by another publisher or journal; (b) 
the study reported in this manuscript has been conducted in accordance with APA ethical 
guidelines. For studies that are part of a larger project, or have aspects in common with pre- 
viously published articles, please explain how the various parts are related. The cover letter 
should contain contact information for the corresponding author: e-mail address, postal 
(street) address, and phone number. The corresponding author is responsible for keep- 
ing co-authors apprised of information pertaining to manuscript submission, review, 
and  decisions. Cover letter and manuscript should be submitted electronically to http://
digitalcommons.wayne.edu/mpq in MSWord format. Instructions about how to submit 
cover letters and manuscripts electronically are provided on this website. Please direct 
inquiries or requests for additional information to mpq@asu.edu.
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