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AGI MISHOL

REVELATION

Translated by Lisa Katz

Everything stopped

when the angel of two split seconds appeared.

I stood, my face to the window,

preparing salad.

The knife was about to wound

the tomato’s smooth skin.

My cells electrified
and my body was continuously present,

my spine rising tall

out of my hips heavy as a flower stand.
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AGIMISHOL 101

When the angel approached, I breathed through gills
I didn’t know I had,
in the present

which is all tenses.

What blew over me was not wind
what blew over me was the light

for which everyone longs.

I spoke the hummingbird’s lines
while the angel sucked my heart’s
brandy filling,

just the angel and me
isolated from time’s course

inside handcuffs like parentheses.

At the other split second
I returned to the sound of the dogs barking,

the tomato cut in two,

its juices continued to bleed,

the clouds at the window

continued to practice shapes,

and if 'm shown pure marble —

I'll still call it water water.

! In Tractate Hagiga 14b, Babylonian Talmud: four sages entered an orchard/paradise (pardes): Ben
Azzai, Ben Zoma, the Other, and Rabbi Akiba. Rabbi Akiba warned them, “When you enter near the
stones of pure marble, do not say ‘water. water,’ since it is written, ‘He who speaks falsehood will not be
established before My eyes.”” (Psalms 101:7).



